The University of Newcastle

Introduction to the Homestay Program
Homestay Program

The University of Newcastle regularly attracts students from overseas countries.  Whilst the main purpose of the students’ visit is to study at the University, they would also like to experience life with an Australian family.  This allows them to practice everyday English in a social context, and gives them the benefits of community and family life whilst studying in Australia.  

Those who host students are able to share in the student’s experiences and learn about another culture.  

Sharing your home with an international student can enrich your life, as the following Homestay host’ comments indicate 

“We too have a better appreciation of what we have in Australia, and because we have taken the students on picnics and walks in and around the Newcastle area, we’ve seen much more of our area than we would have had we not been hosts”

“Our children are more tolerant of different cultures and people and want to learn more about   them because of the contact they’ve had with the students”
Homestay Hosts

The University of Newcastle is looking for local residents who would like to host an international student in their own home either on a short or long term basis. If you (or someone you know) are interested in other cultures and are able to provide a warm, friendly home-environment for an international student, then we’d like you to apply for the Program. 

(We welcome a diverse range of Australian families)

Standards & Facilities

It is accepted that standards and facilities will vary from household to household, however, it is generally accepted that Homestay hosts will:

· Provide a friendly and caring atmosphere

· Invite their international student to participate in family activities and outings.

· Provide a fully furnished bedroom complete with study desk and reading lamp.

· Provide three meals a day.

· Provide sheets and towels.

Students who will be accommodated through this Program will generally be over 18 years of age and are expected to utilise public transport when travelling between home and the University.

Fees 

The fee which students will pay for Homestay hospitality is $205.00 for all meals (3 per day) or $190.00 per week for 16 meals (ie no lunches Mon-Fri), paid by the student direct to the Homestay host. 

How to apply?

If you are interested in welcoming an international student into your home, either on a long term or short term basis, please complete the attached Application Form and return it to me.  You will then be contacted and invited to attend a Homestay Orientation Session.  After this time I will meet with you in your home and we can discuss the type of student you would like to host. 

You may contact us for more information:
Fatima Shipton 
Homestay Co-ordinator






Accommodation Hub

Callaghan Campus

University of Newcastle

University Drive, Callaghan 2308

Ph: 0249 241447
Or  0249241454






Email: homestay@newcastle.edu.au
