[image: image1.jpg]FACULTY OF BUSINESS AND LAW

THE UNIVERSITY OF

NEWCASTLE

AUSTRALIA





Peer Review Template
Each section should be copied and pasted directly from the Human Research Ethics application for Peer Review by the Faculty of Business and Law.

PART B1 – PROJECT 

	
	

	Project Title 
150 character limit.

This title will be recorded on the human ethics database and used in all correspondence in relation to this project.  
	
	

	
	


	
	

	Project Summary 
Max 6 lines.
Provide a lay person snapshot of the project.  Include central aims, study population, method (eg qualitative, RCT), and technique (eg survey, interview, observation, etc).  


	
	

	
	


PART B2 – CHIEF INVESTIGATOR  or  PROJECT SUPERVISOR if student research
If you are University staff conducting the project as part of a higher degree, identify your project supervisor at this question. 
	
	

	Name (Title / given name / family name)
(one name only)
	
	

	
	

	Qualifications
	
	

	
	

	Uni ID eg abc123, c12345678; 
(if unknown, insert Staff No.)  
or Organisation if external 
	
	

	
	

	School & Faculty / Division 
	
	

	
	

	Mailing address
	
	

	
	

	Contact Phone / Fax
	
	

	
	

	Email
	
	

	
	


PART E – PROJECT DETAILS – Answer all questions
	E1
	Brief ‘plain English’ description of project   NS1



Expanding on Part B1, provide a brief and simple description of your project.  The description must be in plain English suitable for a lay person as the HREC has a wide representation of members. 
Using the following headings:  Background;  Aims / hypotheses / questions;   Research design;  , and Potential value and significance of the research.  Include relevant references.  
	Details

 (Max 1,000 words)
	     
	


	E2
	Experience and skills of researchers  NS1.1



For each applicant named in this application, list the relevant experience and /or skills that equips them to conduct or supervise this research.
	Details

 (Max 100 words per researcher)
	     
	


	E3
	Participants  
.


‘Participant’ has a broad definition in the National Statement and includes the involvement of people through: 
· taking part in surveys, interviews or focus groups;
· undergoing psychological, physiological or medical testing or treatment;
· being observed by researchers;
· researchers having access to their personal records, documents or other materials (eg employment, university or medical records, electoral roll, personal collections of documents/photographs, etc);
· the collection and use of their body organs, tissues or fluids (eg skin, blood, urine, saliva, hair, bones, tumour and other biopsy specimens) or their exhaled breath;
· access to their information (in individually identifiable, re-identifiable or non-identifiable form) as part of an existing published or unpublished source or database (databanks or unpublished human research data, eg analysis of existing unpublished data obtained by someone other than you or obtained for a different research project.
	E3.1
	The participants being sought for this research are:  (X all that apply) 

	
	
Adults > 18 years of age
	
	

	
	
Children or young people < 18 years
	
	

	
	
The general public
	
	

	
	
Students or staff of the University of Newcastle  
	
	

	
	
Students or staff of other universities / colleges
	
	

	
	
School children, ie recruited through schools

	
	

	
	
Volunteer registers or databases
	
	

	
	
Members of particular community groups / organisations
	
	

	
	
Employees of particular organisations
	
	

	
	
Clients / patients of health service providers
	
	

	
	
Hospital in-patients
	
	

	
	
Clients of organisations / community services
	
	

	
	
Prisoners or those held in detention
	
	

	
	
People who have a sight or hearing impairment
	
	

	
	
People with a specific health condition
	
	

	
	
People in a dependent or unequal relationship with the researchers
	
	

	
	
Records/information about people without contact with those people
	
	

	
	
Human tissue collections without contact with the donors
	
	

	
	
Other (please specify in no more than 50 words)
	
	

	
	
	
	


	E3.2
	Identify the research sites, ie the communities / schools / hospitals / organisations etc from which participants will be sourced.

	Research site(s)  If more than 10, give number and type, eg “12 NSW government primary schools”

	

	


	E3.3
	How, and by whom, will potential participants be selected, and (a) initially contacted, and (b) recruited?  NS1.4;  NS3.1  


	
	Details 
(Max 300 words)
	     
	


	E3.4
	How many participants will be recruited and what is the rationale for that number?

	Total number covered by this application:
	

	Rationale:
(Max 300 words)
	


	E3.5
	List the inclusion and exclusion criteria  NS1.4

	
	Details 

	     
	


	E3.6
	What is required of participants?

	
	Details 
(Max 300 words)
	     
	


	E4.2
	If any tests or procedures to be used are on the HREC Register of Approved Tests and Procedures, please identify by the registration number and title.  Otherwise, provide details and attach a copy of questionnaires / surveys / interview scripts / tests / instruments or procedures that are not on the Register?

	
	Details 
(Max 300 words)
	     
	


	E5
	Analysis 


Provide details of how the information you receive will be analysed/interpreted.  What specific approaches or techniques (statistical or qualitative) will be employed. 
	Details

 (Max 300 words)
	     
	


PART F1 – CO-INVESTIGATORS other than student researchers 
List all co-investigators on the project who are not students conducting the research as a component of their studies.   If students of the University are working on the project, eg as research assistants, but not using the research for their studies, they should be listed here.

	
	

	Name (Title / given name / family name)
	
	

	
	

	Qualifications
	
	

	
	

	Uni ID eg abc123, c12345678; 
(if unknown, insert Staff No.)  
or Organisation if external) 
	
	

	
	

	School & Faculty / Division 
	
	

	
	

	Mailing address
	
	

	
	

	Contact phone / fax
	
	

	
	

	Email
	
	

	
	


Copy table and repeat for each additional co-investigator.
PART F2 – STUDENT RESEARCHERS 
List all students working on the project who are conducting the research as a component of their studies.   

	
	

	Name (Title / given name / family name)
	
	

	
	

	Qualifications
	
	

	
	

	School & Faculty 
	
	

	
	

	Mailing address
	
	

	
	

	Contact phone / fax
	
	

	
	

	Email
	
	

	
	

	Name of degree program 
	
	

	
	

	
	Undergraduate
	
	Honours
	
	 Postgraduate

 Coursework
	
	 Postgraduate

 Research
	
	

	
	

	University of Newcastle?
	  Yes
	
	
	   Other (please specify):
	

	
	

	Uni ID if UoN eg abc123, c12345678; 

(if unknown, insert Student No.)  
	
	

	
	

	Principal supervisor
	
	

	
	


Copy table and repeat for each additional student. 
Please note: 

When forwarding this template, please attach the research instruments to be used in the study.

Chief Investigators ONLY are to forward this completed template for Peer Review to

 FBL-PeerReview@newcastle.edu.au  

Information identifying potential participants cannot be accessed unless it is in the public domain.  Eg, while it is quite acceptable to randomly select people from the telephone directory, it is not acceptable to ask an organisation or other custodian of identifying information to provide a list of people without the prior consent of those people.  Instead, the organisation or custodian of the list should be asked to distribute the study invitation on your behalf.  The participant information statement is to explain the process used so recipients can be assured their privacy has not been breached.

To avoid coercion or making people feel uncomfortable or obligated to participate, the invitation to participate must be distributed in a manner that allows potential participants to consider their decision at leisure and independent of the researcher if they wish.  This is particularly important where there might be a dependent relationship between the researcher and potential participant, eg lecturer/student, employer/employee.  In those cases it must be stressed to potential participants, and ensured, that whatever decision they make their assessment or treatment will not be affected and they will not be disadvantaged in any way.  The invitation should be distributed either by a third party who would normally have access to the study population, or via a general distribution, eg poster or letter, and those interested can then make contact with the researcher.
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