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The Use of RTS Infrastructure Allocation to RHD Students
RTS (Research Training Scheme) infrastructure support funding is intended to assist the research undertaken by, and the research training of, the specific RHD student in whose name the infrastructure support funding is received. It is not intended as general infrastructure support for the laboratory or group in which the RHD student works.  
Although the authorisation for the expenditure of these funds rests with the supervisor(s), the RHD student must be involved in the decision making about how these funds are used.  These funds must be expended yearly during the candidature of the RHD student.  There is a provision for the entitlement of RTS to be transferred from year to year to cover a large expense (e.g. overseas conference), but this must be negotiated and approved by the candidate’s supervisor(s) and managed by the School.
RTS support can be used for:
· Direct costs, consumables, that will be used by the student in their research
· Research related travel by the student 

· Conference travel including registration fees for the student

· Attendance by the student at training courses in research methodology etc related to the student’s research project including the cost of consultation with experts (e.g. statisticians)
· Minor equipment costing less than $1000 (including computers), subscriptions, data access fees etc that will be used exclusively or primarily by the student

· Shared consumables or minor equipment that is essential for the student’s research and where the student is a significant user
· Publication costs for research papers on which the student is either the first or the corresponding author
· Costs associated with thesis preparation.
The funds cannot be used for (except see Note below):
· General research support (including equipment) for the group for any aspect of research in which the student is not involved 
· Research related travel (including conferences) by other students 
· Travel by the supervisor or other research staff except where the purpose of this travel is specifically to assist the research of the student.
· Equipment greater than $1000.

Note:  It is recognised that some research students may be able to meet all their research support needs from other sources and/or do not require all of their Faculty RTS allocation.  In such cases, and provided that the student concerned has been consulted and consents to the decision, the remainder of the allocation can be used by the School to support other research students.

Guidelines for candidates who have completed/submitted:
In the case where a RHD candidate has submitted their thesis and is are waiting on their result, the following RTS guidelines apply.

· Can be used for conference attendance if it is related to their PhD and/or they are presenting work related to their thesis
· Can not be spent on research consumables unless examiners reports request additional work to be completed
· Can be used to do further work to extend or enhance the student’s thesis research to the point where it can be published.  However, it should not go beyond extra research work necessary to ensure the publication of the work contained in the thesis
· The candidate must be within RTS time

· All submissions will be considered on a case by case basis by the Deputy Head of Faculty (Research).

Each student should contact their School’s RHD Co-ordinator for School information on the amount of funding that has been allocated.
The funds will be administered and managed at the School level.  Funds will generally become available after the census date of 31st of March each year.  Any candidate who commences after the census dates of the 31st March (Semester 1) and 31st August (Semester 2) will be funded from the Semester following the one in which they commenced their candidature.  Individual accounts cannot be established for each student’s allocation.  Therefore, it is expected that a designated person in each School will maintain an Excel spreadsheet (or similar) and be responsible for maintaining records of what the allocation was spent on and ensuring that the allocation is not overspent and correct approval channels have been sought.
The appropriate use of these funds will be subject to audit.
RTS Entitlement - 2011
$5000 per annum for a full time RHD candidate in a high cost DEEWR classified program.

$2500 per annum for a part time RHD candidate in a high cost DEEWR classified program.

$3000 per annum for a full time RHD candidate in a low cost DEEWR classified program.

$1500 per annum for a part time RHD candidate in a low cost DEEWR classified program.
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