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ECA (PHD HOLDER)

RESEARCH PLAN

‘APPLICATION FORM’

INSTRUCTIONS:
Please carefully read the ECA Guidelines before completing an application. Consult your School’s FRRTC representative.  Entries should be typed or computer printed in 11 point font, adhering to the format, length and page divisions of this form.  Please give your answers in bold type. Lodge one signed ORIGINAL copy and one electronic copy with the FRRTC Secretary as soon as the application and required evidence is complete. 
1. APPLICANT DETAILS

	Title:
	First Name:
	Surname:

	School:
	Telephone Number:

	Email Address:
	Fax Number:

	Month / Year of Appointment:
	Gender:

	Level of Appointment:
	If On-going (Month & Year of Appointment):



	If Contract (Period of Contract):
	If Fractional (indicate percentage):


	Highest Academic Qualification:
	Year of Award:



2.
RESEARCH PLAN TITLE
Short, descriptive title that is clear, brief and informative to those outside your field: 

3.

SUMMARIES


3a. Five Year Research Plan Summary

In approximately 100 words of plain language, summarise aims, significance and expected outcomes.


3b. Benefits of this Five Year Research Plan
In approximately 100 words of plain language, summarise the contribution that your research will make to your field.


3c. Mentoring Arrangements / Research Group Membership
In 100 words or less, summarise the mentoring arrangements either in place or to be put into place within your PRC and/or Research Group(s) which will support this research plan. Provide information on the PRC and/or Research Group(s) to which you belong and the % of your time contributed to each. 
4. 
TRACK RECORD



4a. Research outputs in the last five years
Taking as much space as you need, please provide a complete listing of your research output for the last five years.

· Ensure that this listing is limited to the last five years.
· List research outputs as appropriate to your discipline, categorised by the specification code.  Please refer to the Publication Specification Codes and Descriptors.
· In-press publications should include acceptance date.


4b. Previous funding achieved in the last five years
Taking as much space as you need, list all previous research grants and funding received from the University of Newcastle and elsewhere in the last five years.


4c. Contributions to your research field

In no more than half an A4 page outline your contribution to your field, relative to opportunity, focussing particularly on what makes this contribution interesting and unique.
5.

FIVE YEAR RESEARCH PLAN
5a.
Aims, Significance and Approach
In no more than one and a half A4 pages, describe the aims of the five year research plan, their significance in the context of your field of research, and your intended methods of achieving them.
5b.
Short-term milestones/outcomes
In no more than half a page, provide a bullet-point style timeline for the five year research plan including an indication of your anticipated output/outcomes and your intended expenditure of ECA funding. Include strategies for attracting additional funding.
5c. 
Long-term timeline

In the longer term, it is important to consider the Quality and Impact of your own research as well as that of your research group based on the criteria defined by the Research Quality Framework (RQF) and plans for external grant applications.  Using no more than one page, (i) provide a list of your longer term research goals, (ii) describe your strategies for ensuring that the outcomes of your research score well on Quality and Impact, (iii) outline what your role in your research group/PRC will be in the future and (iv) describe your strategies for successful external grant submissions.

A1.
Longer term goals

A2. 
Research Quality and Impact: The Quality of original research is judged on its intrinsic merit and academic impact as judged by the community of academic peers eg. Journal articles, conference papers, exhibitions, creative works etc.  The Impact of research is based on the use of original research outside the peer community that has been successfully applied to achieve social, economic, environmental and/or cultural outcomes.

A3.
Your future role in your Research Group/PRC: 

A4.
Your strategies for external grant success:
6.

SIGNATURES



6a. PhD Holder Signature




Signature  



Date  




6b. School FRRTC Representative Comments



FRRTC Representative (print name): 






Signature  



Date  




6c. Head of School approval




Head of School (print name): 






Signature  



Date  
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