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I.  Written Assignments at the Graduate Level: Review of the Literature


A.  Parts of a Review Paper*



1.  Title



2.  Abstract



3.  Introduction



4.  Discussion



5.  References

* Adapted from what appears to be a chapter by Reese??, J. G., & Baxter, P. M. called “Topic selection” in a book possibly titled “Library Use: A handbook for psychology.” (Sorry, old poorly photocopied and referenced material.)

I.  Written Assignments at the Graduate Level: Review of the Literature


A.  Parts of a Review Paper

-
there are three major kinds of research papers. The theoretical paper uses known information to present a new organization or explanation for existing or proposed events. The research paper presents the background, purpose, method, results, and discussion of an empirical study.

-
the third academic paper—the review paper critically evaluates past and/or present research on a topic and often suggests ways to clarify problems or inconsistencies reported in the research. This type of academic paper probably represents the most common form of papers written by graduate students. 

-
most review papers follow a pattern. They include a title, an abstract, an introduction to the problem, the method of doing the literature review, the “results” from the research/review, a discussion of the research “results,” and references for the cited material. 



1.  Title

-
the title should summarize the main idea of the paper simply and, if possible, with style. 

-
consider having a working title, and then developing the final title when most of the paper is done. 

-
the “final” selected title should be a concise statement of the main topic and should identify the actual variables or issues under investigation and the relationship between them. The title should be self-explanatory when standing along. 

-
for abstracting, the title must contain “keywords” that are clearly descriptive of the content of the paper. Avoid the overly cleaver or topical titles—they are often confusing to future readers. 



2.  Abstract

-
this part of a review paper is short (oft-times less than 200 words) and should be a comprehensive summary of the contents of the article. 

-
the few limited sentences must cover the major issues and findings. The purpose is to allow the reader to survey the contents quickly, and like the title, is used by abstracting and information services that index and retrieve articles. 

-
although the abstract is “page 2” of a review paper... it is often  the last thing you write. 



3.  Introduction and Main Content

-
the body of the paper opens with an introduction that presents the specific problem under study. It also gives an overview of some of the past and current research, and describes the organization of the paper. 

-
a good introduction introduces the topic. That is, “What is the point of the paper? What are the major consistent or inconsistent findings?” And, “What are the possible implications of the study?” 

-
use headings and subheadings to (a) organize your thinking, and (b) the thinking of your reader. The long “essay” with no headings or subheadings is much more difficult to write well. Keep in mind that most academic papers are written to convey information efficiently. Few academic articles are read for pleasure because of the artful wordsmith capabilities of the author.



4.  Discussion

-
this section presents, evaluates, and interprets the research review results. A variety of headings may be used to separate different sections.

-
this part of the paper summarizes the findings and may relate them to theoretical or commonly held beliefs. 

-
inferences may be drawn about the findings, and suggestions may be made for future research which could help clarify the issues or questions that arise. 

-
once again use headings and subheadings as appropriate—the long “essay” is a most difficult task.. 



5.  References

-
citations and references add support to your statements made in the paper. All citations/references in the manuscript must appear in the reference list, and all references in the list must be cited or referred to in the text. 

-
remember that a reference list is often a source of further information about a topic and can be a good starting point for more detailed research--yours and everyone else. Accuracy is very important—it reflects on an author’s credibility. 

