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Abstract

The current study examined the extent to which kindergarten children display behaviour problems in
the clinical range at both home and kindergarten. Differences and similarities between parents' and
teachers' responses to misbehaviour were also assessed. The co-occurrence of problems at home
and kindergarten was assessed using the Preschool and Kindergarten Behavior Scales- Revised
(Merrell, 2002), for a sample of parents and teachers of a) 22 children whose parents responded to
invitations to participate distributed through kindergartens (regular kindergarten sample); and b) 11
children who had been referred to services because of behaviour problems (clinic-referred sample).
For the kindergarten sample, 9.2% exhibited problems of behaviour across settings, with 35.5%
displaying them in only one setting. For the clinic-referred sample, 63.7% exhibited behaviour
problems across settings, with 18.2% exhibiting them in one setting only. Responses to misbehaviour
at home and kindergarten were assessed using the Competency and Behaviour Management survey
in a sample of 142 participants (79 parents, 63 teachers). Results revealed significant differences in
parents' and teachers' responses to misbehaviour. The present findings provide important information
for consistent early intervention programs across settings and in single settings where warranted.
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