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Abstract 
This experiment examined delayed self-recognition in 24 2.5-year-old and 24 3-year-old children. 

Children were marked covertly with a sticker on their forehead while playing a game, after which their 

photograph was taken. When show this photograph, the 3- but not the 2.5-year-olds reached to 

remove this sticker reliably. However, the older children reached reliably only when first shown how a 

recently taken photograph can be used to guide their search for an object in the testing room that was 

not directly visible to the unaided eye. Implications of the findings in terms of the development of a 

temporally extended sense of self are discussed 
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