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Abstract 
The sensitivity of developmental screening tests depends on age-referencing. We investigated the 

effect on screening positive on the Ages and Stages Questionnaires (ASQ) - parent-completed 

questionnaires for children 4 to 60 months - depending on being within or outside the indicated age 

window for a questionnaire. Data came from a Norwegian population sample including 2,633 

questionnaires. 10% of appropriate-age children screened positive in comparison to 22% of 1-2 

months too young and 5% of children 1-2 months too old. The results highlight the importance of 

paying close attention to the child's age in developmental screening. 
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