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Abstract 

This paper discusses and analyses theoretical explanations of risk and risk management in terms of the 
management of doctoral studies. It deals with the ways in which Government policy, together with 
contemporary approaches to the bureaucratisation of risk management and the development and 
imposition of rationalities of risk, are shaping the practices of universities concerning the selection, 
supervision, support and assessment of doctoral candidates. In particular, the impact of the Research 
Training Scheme on doctoral studies is discussed as a particular context in which the institutionalisation of 
risk management occurs. 
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