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conviets and tho free peoplo is now almost exfinet,
and therc are no gangs of prisoners emploved on
the sireets as was formerly the case. Several of
the prineipal merchants and ship-brokers belong to
the former class, and some of them are good
citizens and grood mnsters.

I have occasionally seen geven or eight prisonery
heavily ironed, marched through the eity, guarded
by policemen armed with pisiols, to prevent any
resistance or attempls io escape. Seones sueb ag
these gave one a faint idea of what the condition
of Sydney must have heen before the sholition of
transporiation.

Arailway waa {ast progressing towards completion
(and is now I helieve finished), between Sydney and
Paramatta, so that this queen of cities is now blest
with all the appliances of the advanced eivilizaiion
of Burope and the Wesl.

My next fishing cxcursion was in Rusheutier
Bay, and a rare day’s sport we had. We visited
Double Bay and many other intoresting parts of the
harbour. On that occasion we patronised Mr.
Vineent of Darlinghurst. We caught bream and
yellow-tail, and several leautifal rock cod and
parrotfish. My companions directed my attention
to many beautiful places along the sheres of these
bays. A place in Rusheutter Bay way pointed out
where a son of Sir Thomas Mitehell perished from
the bite of a spake, some years ago.
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At the time of this exenrsion I hnd been two
months in Sydney, and there was searccly a day
doring which 1 lad noi some shert pleasure-trip
in the harbour or into the country, The weather
was fine and dry all th: b fime, exeept dering two
thunderatorms, awd the, were harmless and of brief
duration, TLe ouly {:me that T can remember
weather equally fine at home, was during the sum-
mer of 1826. Anycne whose recollection ean carry
him back to that period will be able to form some
idea of the fineness of the elimate, I well remem-
ber the bright sunsets and short twilizhis of that
cxecedingly dry sammer. Darkness set in almost
as suddenly after sunset as it does in Ausiralia,
The peculiar dryness of the atmosphere was doubt-
less the canse of that phenomenon in both places.

One Saturday afternoon, I Iooked into a book-
seller’s window in Georme-street, and my attention
was atiracted by a pamphlet, which contained an
account of the IHunler River, and the country
round Maitland, by a clergyman then residing in
the Jatter locality. (h:i the hack of the book there

was a quolalion from Seriplure (—Deuteronomy
Chap, 8th, an part oi the 7th, and tho whole of
{he 8th verse. 'I'his passare was applied to des-
cribe the fertility of tiat part of the country. It
reads thus:—* A land of brooks of water, of

fountaing and depths that spring out of vallies and
hillz: A land of wheal, and barley, and vincs, and
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figtrees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive,
and honey.” T thought that a place answering
this delightful daseription would amply repay a
visih, and T determined 1o go there as soon as
possible.

Two days later I went o the Steamers’ whar,
and toek a Derth in one of the Hunfer River
steammers, 1 got a refurn ticket in the seeond
cabin for 24s. The distance I had fo go was 100
miles. The Tamar steamer by which I was to
travel, was an old vessel, buf she had just wnder-
gone a thorough repair, and was said to be i
cxcellent condition. She was a wood boat of
narrow build, and not well caleulated to stand the
buffetfings of a heavy sca. It was nearly eleven
ab mght before we started. T had with me a young
sallor for & companion, eallel James Worth,
a native of Newcastle-on-Tyne. And his name
was mo nuspomer, for ho was a most worthy
tharacter. We stcamed down the harbour at half
specd, and kept a bell ringing till after passing the
light ship, The aspect of the city as we went
glowly slong by it was swpassingly srand. Al
the steamers that pass down the harbour at night
are ecmpelled to ring a bell, to warn any boats that
may be near of their approach, Accidents fro-
quently ocemrred bhefore thia regulation eame into
forec, some of which were atiended with loss of
life, through hoats Leing run down by the sienmers.
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When we rezched the Ileads, we found a heavy
gea rinning from the south, and the Tamar soon
rolled the greater part of the passengers into a
gtate of sea-sickness. I and my friond, affer mid-
night, went down info the sccond cabin, where we
got into a berth head fo feet, and remained there
several hours, watching the doings of the sailors
and passergors, as it was impossible to sleep, euch
was the uproar and disturbance, The majority of
the passengers were gold diggers, returning home
from Melbourne, and those who were oot sick
were almost delirious with drinking. There was a
place in both cabins for the sale of liquor. The
firemon, drank, the sailors drank, and most of tho
passengers drank, till their language beeame dis-
gusting and blasphemeus in the extreme. The
uproar from the effects of drink made tho ship a
complete floating Bedlam.

Albout three o'clock a.m., the stoward of {le
gceond-eabin, who was a young Irenchman, had
oceasion to go wpom deck. Dmring his absenco,
some hall~dozen ¢f the sailors and firemen got into
his pantry, and made free with his liquors. When ho
returned thoy pulled the door to, and fastened him in,
and anmsed themsgolves bylistening to hiin thundering
at the door and swearing in broken English for
more than am hour before tkey would release him.

Abont half-past four we sighted the Nobbies,
two small Wlls at the enirance of Newcastle
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Harbour and Hunter River, Far in the distance we
could see a long stretch of high land -tendieg
towards the east, and terminating in the bold heads
of Port Stephens, Ak six o’clock wo passed the
Nolbies, and the eily of Newcastle barst upon onr
view. We stcamed slowly alongside one of tha
wharfy, which was al that early hour crowded with

peeple, amongst whom were many hideons-looking

male and female nalives,

Newcastle, which in size i3 a mere village, had
a comfortable appearance when socen from the har-
bour; and I was so impressed with tts general air,
that I determined to pay it a more lengthened visit
after I had returned to Sydoey.

After half-an-hours detention in landing passen.
gers, mail-bags, and other cargo, we resaomed our
course up the harbour, in the direction of a dense
Jooking forest. Ina few minnies we gazed on the
beanties of the peacelul Hunter, winding its way
throegh * a land flowing with milk and honey,”

On looking down into the cabin I saw an ample
breakfast provided, for the moderate churge of two
shillinees,  This was double the price of ihe morning
meal In ono of thoss boats hefore 1he gold dis-
covertes, - I was in no humour to quaerel with tho
new rexulation, se I weni below with Worth and
made a hearty breakfast, alier which we resumed
our places on deek in good hnmour with ourselves,
and everybody, and averything arnund ws.

ik -

CIIAPTER V.

Hunter’s River, . Craytisl . . Lobstora o« Huls .o Fares ., English
Emigrants. . Ifish  Korigrants. . Clearings .. Mosgito  Island..
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master, Argads af Catslo. - Teaving Morpoth. . Salling dewn the
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Elvy.. His Fanily.. Freat Dritain Sleamor. . Frightful Merder
of 3a Old Man., . Boaling Exenrsion. . Fittla 1un. . Choffing the
Carrency Lassey. .Learing Spdoey..Arival st Noewmeastla..
Iocrers. . Bathiog Wonsa, . Mistake. . Alarming some Ladies. .
Accommodence Hole.. Dreary Aspest of the Sea and Land..
Description of Newcastle. ¥tz Loy Fillar. . Nobkiea. . Reef. .
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vicls. . Bushratger’s Revenge. . Janses Dackhouse. . Dr. Bowher
-eScones i Convia Tile. . Qeoben 1age..Polly Hyde..
Yankas Jark.. Natives.  Flanoels. . ioukeepors, . Remarka abont
Public Honzes, .Christmas Pay. . Hot Wind..Ball..Bosh on
Firea o Mmzgnitaes. . Chinese Coplics. . Funerals. (Joseph Spregr,
Lis Toings.. Price of Jaode,.Mr, Chester’s Concert, . Monnte.
banka, . William Hyde.  5hip.  New Zealapders. . Taip to Mail.
tand . .Scenes on the JToal . Haliway Tlouso. . Pheased Trishmon
. . The Last Native, . Arrival? ot Maitand,

Toe HMunler is a quarter of & mile In breadih a
shovt distamee from Neweaslle.  Home miles above
i the little islud of Mosquito, Tamed for s finc
fruit. There are several ftats or shullow places i
the river, whiclh steaners have greah difficulty tn
passing when the river is low.  These flats abound
with mud oysiers; and prawns, crahs, erayiish, and

IL
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lobsters are caught in great nombers. The Sydney
market to a greai cxtent is supplied from this
JoHrec,

The sun was far up in the heavens, and a long
streteh of the stream lay before us, with a surface
a8 smooth as a polished mirror. Along its hanks
a low bright green serub drooped over into the
water. And far in the distance on each side of 18,
nothing could be seen bat sky and forcst, As we

glided along, picturesque Inoking iron-bark huts

presented themnselves to onr view, surrounded by -
cleared plots of land devoted to agriculture. Some

of these stand nearly on the river's brink, and
‘are the outposts of extensive farms, where the
lahourers live during the seasons of sheep-washing
and harvesting, and others aro the permanont
residences of Tamilies,

Tha contrast between the Fnglish and Trish
emigrants who dwelt in these cottages was painful,
The dwellings of the former were invariably clean,
fitted up with glass windows, and hed that peceliar
awr of comfort which is 80 prominent a feature in
every Fnglish cotfage, whether on the banks of the
Thames or these of the Hunter, The dwellings of
the latter were filthy in lhe oxtreme, wit proups
of unwashed children strageling about them, The
windows were comunonly stuffed with rags, or hal
a dirty piece of searcely bramspurent cloth hung
before them ; and all around plainly told, as only

NEW ZEALAND. 43

rags and wretchedness could lcll, that a bit of
« onld Treland™ was eultivated within the walls of

the murky-looking tenements.
More extensive elearinps, waving with yellow
grain ready for the sickle, now eame in sight, and
some large fields were already eut.  Now and then
we passed some swarthy reapers, chiefly men, with
large cabbago-tree hats to shicld them from the
heat of the sun. They seemed fo be taking it easy
g0 far as their work was eonecerned ; and as we
passed they dropped their sickles and stared at us.
Spme of the clearings had tall trees still standing
upon them Teafless and barc as they had been left
by the clearing fires. Their gaunt bolls, scorched
and riven, presented a strange contrast to the glant
forma of the whito gum-iree and the graceful
wattles near them, urseathed by the life-destroying
blaze, thoweh doomed fo perish by that terrible
encmy 60 ofien the auxiliary of man in the work of
destrnetion amid the mighty forest ; and not always
for useful purposes, but too often in a reckless
mamner, destroying and delacing God's beauntiful
work, ,
A few more turng of the river bronght us opposite
the beantilol residenee of Cownt Hickey. The housa
woa smreonnded by fine gardens, the frecs were
laden with fruit, and the adjoining land was in the
highest state of cullivation, The land near the
river was planted with Indian corn, and several
n 2
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men were weeding and fastening # up in bunches.
The grecn tops of the corn, and the gorgenus
lowers bleoming in the garden, and alongr the
banks of the river, combined to add fresh beauty to
the seenery around,

Raymond Terrace, the first calling-place for the
steameor after MNewcasile, is a small place with a
good ine and a few private dwellings. There was
no bustle when the steamor arrived at the wharf';
the Iandlord of the inn, and two or three of the
other inhabitants eamo leisurely down, and one
solitary native locked listlessly on, Three or four
casks of spirits and a fow boxes of merchandise
were placed upon the wharf, and they moved them
away. The place had a quiet rural air, and the
inhabifants seemed to have acquired that contented
appearance expressive of affltuence and ease,

We next passed tho protty villaga of ITinton,
which snugly lies nostled in o prove of sweets,
Through the openings in the trees we canght
occasional glimpses of the houses. A mile or two
onward, we came to the mouths of the William and
Patierson rivers, which empty themsolves info the
ITnnter, o short distanes from each other, The
scenery around was exceoding lovely, and the land
was highly culiivated,

The Hunter river scemery became still moro
fascinating as we neared Morpeth, In some places
luxuriant crops of yellow grain were growing down
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to the water’s edge.  In others were I'il‘.:ll. orchards
and vineyards, noble mansions aud plf}LlII‘EEl]_llE
villas with broad walks leading to {he river, and
pleasure-hoats painted in gay colonrs, restin%r near
the waler-gates, for the denizens of these delightful
abades to disport themselves upon their lovely
glream. '
The ITunter at Morpeth is the width of the river
Colnc at Uxbridge, and some parts of the soenery

- regembles that near that prefty meandering stream

so rich in historieal associations. We now arrived
at Morpeth, where two omnibuses and several Iight
earts were in wailing {o convey passcogers to
Maitland, .

In the midst of the bustle incidental fo landing,
two nalives came on board to help in removing
their lupgage ashore. One of the firemen, the
most brutal of the lof, whe annoyed us so much
on the previous night, had a great antipathy to the
natives, by whom he said he was onee nearly mur-
dered. When tlis man saw lhese poor harmless

ereatures come on board, he strauck the faremost
down with his fist, and with as little .compunetion
a5 il he had been felling a bullock. The other
native jumped npon the wharf tc avoid similar
treatment. The more compassionate of the erew
lifted uwp the poor blecding native, who was severcly
cub above lhe left cye, and carricd him ashore,

Several passengers remonstrated with the Drute for
-— TN



244 ATSTRALIA AND

Il'lﬂ ctuelty, bt he scemed so exasperated al the
sight of the nafives, that they wero oblired to bo
got out of his way, for fear of further mischief.

_ Morpeth 18 a well-huilt village, with an excellent
mn, and many dwellings of retired sheop-farmers

and other gentry. The principal rosidence of the .

]?ishﬂp of Newcastle is there. Considerable quan-
litics of eoal are raised from pits in the neiehbour-
h‘ﬂ?d, which is skipped in schooners for gjﬂﬂﬂj’
This coal, though useful for some purposes i.?:
vastly inferior {0 that obtained at Newnastle, J

| The distance between Morpeih and Maitland is
cight miles, and the fare by omuibus was %5, We
took our seats. The road was in excellent order
We passed many farms and eattlo-stations, Th:;
farme-:rs wero all busy reaping their crops and
secaring their corn. Halfan-hour's drive bronght
us within sight of East Maitland, a very prekty
p]a‘ee, especially when vicwed from the direetion in
which we approached it. The gencral appearance

of the country and the village resembles some of
the sweet little roadside hamlets to he met with

in Herts, near the vieinity of Hampstead and - ..

Berkhampstead,

_Maitland gaol stands apon a hill, to ihe left of.
this place. Towards the west end of fhe village
are_ the court-houses, and several small manufac-
torles of fobaeeo, soap, and candles,

West Maitland, a very considerale iown, is more
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than a mile from Tast Maitland, on the opposite
gside of the Menler, which is crossed by one of the
finest wooden bridges in ihe colony,

We arrived ab West Maitland about noen, The
wealther was very hot, and we saw liltle of ihe
town, a deseripiion of which will be given, as T saw
it on a sccond visis, shortly before Tleft the colony.

After partaking ol some refreshments, and rest-
ing a few lonrs, till the heat of the day was
passed, wo sct onl on our journey back to Morpeth,
Tho stcamer was to sail carly next morning, and
we had made arrapgements to stay en board for
the nizht,

We walked leisarely along the road, and made
saveral enquirics respecling the wages of reapers,
and other inferesting matters relating to labour and
farming. The reapers had from 23s. to 30s. per
acre, for cutting the corn—binding and steoking
inchaded ; neither scylhes or any other kind of reap-
ing machines were in cperation. The veaping hook,
(Sheffield madc) was in general use. The reaping
was conducted in o very slovenly manner ; from my
own cxperience in that line, I am ecrfain I could
have cat an acre & day, with the greatest ease, in

the way they were doing it, The yield, per acre,
was {rom 20 to 80 Carlisle bushels.

By the time we had reached Morpeth, and what
1 saw of the country in coming up the river ; 1 was
prepared to agree with the Rev, anthor, that the
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passagn.nf seripiure which he had taken to deseribﬂ,_,; g |
the remion round Maitland had been be““ﬁf“]lg:j:fjf-

exemplified.

The approach of & thunder-storm made us hasten-

our sleps towards Morpeth ; we had only been a fow
minutes on board the steamer £ill it burst over us
and was awfully grand, during the short time iE
lastod.  When it was over I went into Morpeth to
procure some milk for our ovening meal,

T}'m two matives we saw in the morning were
dancing a corobory before the open door of a neat
cotlage, where I enquired for the nearest duryfn.r:;
and was directed to a sehool close by, the mast ’
of which kept six c¢ows, and seld ’milk to EJI;]:T
steamers and other vessels upon the river. E
ﬂll fn}um:'; my way through 3 small inclogura into

¢ schooi-room, and thenee into the dwellingr-house
The muster and Lis family had done milkine, and I
bought two quarts of new-milk for 2d.: ID,]: d
long comversation with him and his wife ;-espe:tin .
Melbourns. He and his wife were natives of ¥rol dg
they were boik inlelligent, and very clean o

Thaiy had net been lorg in the colony, Iam:'l the.
were i & great way about going to He]bﬂum:r
The liaermariea of life they had in abundance ; ami |
I advised them to be satisfied with thetr aitu;tiun
Pefmﬂ we parted, my aceounts of a diggers lif .
in Melboorne had made sueh an impression, thja:.

they at once relinguished ihe idea of moving from
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their quiet home, to mix in the scenes I gavo &

desoription of in & life on the gold fields.

1 paid another visit to the sohool-farm in the
morning, and procared & sapply of milk for our
Lreakfast. This milk was of tho very richeat
deseription, and the cows werc tho best Tsaw in the
golony. They were of the same mixed breed
found in o1l the eolomics; and much like the
best of those brought from the South of Ireland to
Liverpoal and the catile-fairs in the Nocth of
England at the present time.

About six o'clock we moved from the wharf, and
passed slowly down he river. The passengers in
onr deparbments pave most undoubted eigns of as
much disorderly conduct, as those who had accom-
panied ns in the apward voyage. The most noisy
of them was Mrs, Smith, & very stout lady, the wifo
of a publiean, from Wesk Maitland. She had run
gway from her husband, and had been praduating

i ot the Viotoria Geld 1Malds for several months;

aceording to her own aceomnt she had made & groad

" deal of money, by various ways and means; with

this money she had furnished o hoose in Sydney
in the most splendid mamner, for first-¢lass lodgers,
and she had heen at Maitland to make it ofl right °
again with Mr. Smith, whom she had persuaded to .
go and inspeet hor establishment. He was very
quiet and reserved, and seerncd not £o have a very
high opinion of his wife, or any part of her conduct.
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A loguacions old lady fraternized with her from

some part of the country near Singleton, who was
beund to Sydnoy for medical advice: and she

pretended o be very pious, but at the same iime

she was not strictly temperate, and thera were many
other disorderlies, whose eondnct was anything bat
agrecable,

We gailed down the river at a rapid pace, making
no calls at the stations. Several boats were waiting
below Raymond Terrace for lctters, which were
tied £p a piece of wood and thrown into the river
for the hoatman to pick up.

On passing the flats, the boftom of the sieamer
touched several times; but she was poing at such a
rapid rate that the obstruction was only momentary,
At the furnings of the river the water was cut
up into completo ridges of foam, by the rapid pro-
gress of tho vessel. We passed several small
scliooners, deecply Iaden with eoals, beating their
way down. Some of them were closo to the edge
of the water, their jibbooms every now and then

mnning ihto the rushes that ETOW bjr' thﬁ»ﬂidﬂﬁ Bf _

the river. Several men belonging fo thoir crews
wero walking leisurely along on the banks.

We arrived al Neweastle soon after eight o’clock,
where we remained a few minutes Lo land and take

n passengers, after which we started for Sydney,

After rounding the Nobbies a strong southerly '

breeze rose, and in about half-an-honr a heaving

'y
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" gen was tumbling us about ab a tremendous rate.

Mother Smith and her husband both turned sick,
and made a serious uproar between them. The
pious old lady began to pray, and the fireman who
knocked the native down at Morpeth, kneli hesides
her in mockery, and filled up the panses in her

8 petition with * Amen,” There was a young man,

a ticket-of-lcave conviet from Morton Bay, who was
in o dreadfal state of alarm ahout going down ; and
his wife, a pretty young woman, with an infant in
her arms, was clinging to him for support.

This statc of things continued {ill we werc
opposite Red Head, about iwenty miles from Now-
castle, TTere the old Pamer shipped a sca right
over her bows, wlich Lroke the lashings of a large
cask of tallow, seonding it against the companion,
with such foree as fo knoek it in pieces; and a flood
of zalt water stroamed down into the cabin, Mother
Smith shricked with all hor might. The old Iady
eried, “ Lord have mercy upen us;” the fireman
responded by an involuntary ¢ Amen,” and ih:aq
mshed wpon deck; and the conviet and hisf wife
clung frantically to eaell other in mute desparr.

The captain saw that no further progress eonld ba
made with safety, so he about ship, and ran for
Noweastle, In about an hour and a half we were
back past the Nobbies, and had the anchor down
in the smooth water of the harbowr.

Abont noon a boat was lowered from the steamor.
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The captain, the second mate, and some more of
the crew were going on shore, and I went along
with them, 1 remained on shore about two howrs,

and got a good supply of milk, bread, and fresh

butter for myself and Worth; I also made some
arrangements about reluwrning fo reside at New-
castle for a short time; sfter I had scen all I

desired of Sydmey., I went up to the high land

above the ity to view the sea; there was still a
strong wind from the south, and no prospeet of ovr
gefting away that niehi,

woon affer dark, tho firemen and several of the
passengers and sailors formed themselves into
card partics, and long before midnight the second
cabin was a scene of wproar, drunkenncss, and
revelry. Drink was so freely circulated during the
whole night that therc was searcely a single person
on board who could be said to he cntirely sober.

The wind began to fall off a short fime bofore
ganrise, and by five o’clock the sea had gone down
50 much that we up anchor, and were soon onfside
the Nobbies on onr way {o Sydney.

The coast between Neweoastle and Syducy has
but one place of refuge for vessels during a storm,
Broken Bay; and we were apprehensive several
times thal we should have fo put in there, bat

before we got opposite to the entrance of ihe bay,

the sea had gone down so much that we kept on
our course. It was nearly dark before we sighted

[T ST T R N
PELLE L ._ -
g
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the Heads, and in little more than an hour afier we
swept reund North [Head into the harbour. In less
then ancther hour we were safely landed on the

‘Steamer’s wharf, in Cockle Bay, where our friends

were wailing to recelve us. And it was long after
midnight before we could satisfy them with an

- aceonnt of our advertures in our pleasare-trip to
8 hé “ Garden of New South Wales.”

Soon after this excursion, Walter Morris, a young
sailor who had been in Sydney some years, doringr
which time he had been a lodrer with mine host,
arrived from a three month's {rial of the Vicioria
diggings., During that time lic had realised about
£500. He was an amiable young fellow, and every
mch a sailor; he had all the geod propertics and
maony of the failings of the genuine English Tar.
All these who hal been kind to him were amply
rewarded. Whenever we went oub with him for a
trip by sea or a drive info the country, he always
insisted that Le had a right to pay all the expenses,
and comsidered himsell highly iunsnlfed if ho was
nob suffered to excrcise that privilege,

The first Sunday afier the Hunler river exenr-
glon, ottr host took us to see Leonard Elvy, a friend
of hia ncar (’Connor Town. Ilc was a working-
men, and the proprictor of a neat cottage and a
plot of ground scveral aeres in cxtent, which he
had made mio a garden, IIis house stood alone
by the side of a grass-covered road lhat led io

§
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some fields beyond; and & pretlier lane scene can

searccly be imagined than this lovely retrcat of .

well-merited industry. Tle had five milch cows and
a family of five children. The oldest, a fine boy
aboul twelve years of age, and the youngest (also
a boy) about throe months old. The other three

were girls, and the prottiest little creatures I met

with in the colony. Wo spent the whole of the
day with Elvy; and roy sailor friends and I often
visited him afterwards, always providing a good
supply of sweetmeats, oranges, &ec., for the little
beanties, with whom, it 18 needless fo SAY, We Wwere
great favourifes. 1 am certain we all felf betier,
if not wizser men, after witnessing such ample proofs
of domestic happiness a¥ we saw in thai humble
and happy home,

Soon after this, the death of the Doke of Wel-
Imgton was proclaimed in Sydnoy. Notice was
taken of tho melancholy ovent, hy firing minute
guns from the batteries. Thete was a gun fired for
every year he had been in the army, and one for
cach year of his life. All the vessels in the har-
bour hoisted their colours half-mast bizh, and
every mark of respect was paid to the memory of
England's greatest warrior., .

The next exciting event was the arrival of the
Great Dritain steamer. She had been anxiously
expected for several weeks, and the sipnal which
was fo announce her approsch had been duly
published in the newspapers. FEvery signal hcisted
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on the Flagstaff was eagerly scrutinized by liun-
dreds of tolescopes. At length, however, the Jong

.. looked for sign made iis appearanee; and the

citizens of Sydney had the pleasure of seeing the

P finest steamer in the world, resting on tho placid
:? wakers of their magnificent harbour.

Soon after this Morris, Worth, and myself paid

§: ' another, and as regards myself, a final visit, fo

Elvy’s coltage. We found Elvy and his wife in

great consternation, owing to the bruiel murde:r
A o only-the day before, of an old man, on¢ of their
3 ;'{ nearcst neighbours.” He was a harmiess old rfmn,
and resided . with his wife, an aged woman, 1n a

neat white eottage; which was pointed out to us
by Elvy. He had been drinking at a public-honse
in O’Comnor Town, cn the ovening of the day en
which ho was murdered, and on returning hoe,
aat down wunder a tree in rest himself, and being
drowsy, ho fell asleep.  While ho was slecping
gome rallians approached, and one ol thom, arincd
with a rail, which had a large nail through the end,
drove the nail several times into his head.
Not being eatisfied with that, they cuf several
gashes ncross his abiltomen, from wlich his hn:mtcla
protruded, and otherwise frightlelly mﬂ.pglml I.um.
He was {ound in this etate early the next morming,
by some of his neighbours, who conveyed him fo.
his home. Elvy offered to take us {o sea him, bud

we unanimously declined.
8 2
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A few dnys before I lcfi Sydney, we hai a

boating excorsion in the harbour, and we sailed

several times round the Great Britain, as she lay
at anchor near Pinchgni. Our party consisted of
the reaster and mistress, the two satlors, and o few
other aequaintances, meluding a conple of preity
carrency lasses, and o little boy. The charee for
a look through the Great Britain was bs. ca:h ; 80
wa declined paying a visit to ler interior, content-
mg ourselves with an oufside view, which it is
needless 1o say, called forth exclamations of admi-
ration and astonishment from all.  Afier much
sailing about in the snug littls coves around the
harbour, we pul into 2 small inlet, where there was
a landing-place, ard a road leading from i[‘.. ovar
arock. This road led to a meat litile inn, which

atood by the side of & green croft, complefely
surrounded by gum-troes. ‘

The day was very warm, and in the inn we found
a cool neailyfurnished parlour, in a stylo similar
to that of most country inns at home, The walls
were hang round with varnished prints, purehased
of ilinerant piciure-dealers in the old couniry.
Thoy wero mostly represontations of poaching
scenes, and the “Poacher’s Progress.” Two of
them I had seen hundreds of times in different
parts of England, and T looked upon {hem as old’
familiar friends which I was destined io mest once
more in & strange land. Oune of these was n night
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scenc ; the moon was Dblazing away far up in the
gky, showing a mass of dark wood in the back-
ground, and s number of peachors and gamckeepers
in the front, ecollaring snd lrandishing elubbed
slicks at one another. Some of tho heads had
vormillion eoloured apots upon them like blood ;
and a ferociouslooking Dull-dog had the ealf of
one gamekeepet’s leg in his mouth, from which a
pory slream was pouring ouf upon the grrecnsward.

The other was a scene before a pursy-looking
and very gouty old magistrale. The gamelecpers
were there with their heads bandaged, dnd the
poacliers whom they have captured were standing
beside them swailing their committal to duratice
yile, by the ecountry Selon, who appeared by the
cravat round his ncck, to be a sort of hybrid, or
half priest hudl magistrate.

Wo romained in this cool retreat for o couple of

. hours, daring whicli time my companions, both malo

and female, had parialken pretiy frecly of varions
refreahments. We then wont down to the hoat,
andl sailed o short distance from ilie landing-place,
where we passed two ladies fishing, They were
both very preity, and scondescended to lough as
we wore passing thom, We were all n a happy
mond ; and our sailer {riends considered this & miark
of respect that we ought in some way to return,
so wo lay to, and commeneed challing, and a piece
of pood-humounred banter and reparies passed on
83



258 AUSTRALIA AND

both sides for scveral minutes. While this was
goinz on, our boal was drifting towards some
sunken rocks in the shoal water, and hefore we
were aware of our sitnation, she ran npon one of

them and nearly capsized us all into ihe waler.
This aceident turned the langh of the other party
50 much azainst as, that wo ap stick and off as fast
as we eonld towards our destination.

I took my final departure from Sydney on the
13th December in the Hose sicamer, bound for
Newecastle and Matland. We started from the
wharf sbonf midnight. The night was dark and

still ; and as we passed slowly down thé harbour, I

took a last look into many of the bays and coves
where I had passed so msny pleasant hours. The
beantiful city of Sydney, with its numberless bril-
liant lights, gradually disappeared behind the dark
headiands of the harbour, and I saw it no more.
A broad gleam of light flashed wpon the heaving
waters from the South Head, and beflore it pamed
away I went down into the cabir where I remained
till early ihie nexi worning. When Red ead.
appeared, T wont, upon the deek, 1ill we ronnded
ilie Nobbics and steamed alongside {lie wharf in
Newecastle harbour,

I tcok up my quariers with Mr. Rogers, store-
keeper. His house was too small to admit of my
sleeping under his roof, and 1 was accommodabed
in an iron-bark hut along wilth two of his workmen,
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of the Tear of the establishment, This Jmi had a
Iitehen at one end, and the other end was both a
workshop and a sleeping-roomn. The weather was
very hot, and I [onnd it a pretty comfortable place.
We sleph in banks put np in the corner of the room,
tho same as on board ship. The place was citon
flled with smoke from the kitehen, bot 1his kepb
away the mosquitoes which were very tronblesome,

1 went to the harbour every moreing, at five
o'clock, to bathe, The first morning I saw a small
wooden house, with & narrow stone jetty, a fow feet
high, renning out from it to beyond the hirh water
mark. T procecded along this, and enlcred the place,
which 1 found to bo a neat little balhing house,
with several rooms to dress and undress in, and a
space in fropt entirely surrpnnded with a E]larkpl:ﬂﬂf
netiing of wattles, I made mo particular enquires
about the place. There was no fastening to the
door, and T eoncluded from Lhis that it was free to
any onc; under this impression I made nse of it
aavera] times. I found, however, that I was very
mueh mistaken, indeed, abaub it being a public
bathing house, _

Tho lagt morning L bathed there I was rereatly
surprised, T had nearly finislied dressing when the
principal dour opencd and two ladics cntered. My
hat nnd some other parts of my dress were lying
outside the door of the room where I was. As
soon 25 thoy saw these unmistakesblo signs of a
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man’s presence, they shrieked aloud and ran away
a3 fast as their legs could earry them. ‘This
unexpected salufation startled me so muel Uhat I
ran out to seo what had happened, and ealled after
them not to Lie afraid, as [ would do them no harm,
The sound of my voiee did not make them slacken
their pace, nor e¢ven look Dehind them il they
were a long way ofl. As soon as they saw me
eonting away from the bathing place, they returned
lowards me, aed X waited to apologise for the
fright T had given them, but they would accepi
of no apology whatever. They both told me * T
had no business in the place, it was buil} cntirely
for ihe ladies” Aad they would tell both ihe
Bishop and the magisirates, and T should be done
all sorts of anpleasant things with., Im vain I
pleaded being s stranger, and promised not to
intrude again,—all, however, was o no purposa,
The Bishop must be told; and I was obliged. to
take leave of them, without even the shadow of a
pardon.

On returping, I told Rogers about My morning’s
adventure. * Oh, never heed it,” said he, # thoy’re
only the Miss Hinches, and yowll hear no more
of it;” and I never dil,—but ever after, I pavo
both the Miss Ilinches aud the bathing house a
prefty wide berth,

I was then shown the pablic bathing places, about
half-a-mile- from Newcastle, in the direction of

NEW ZEALAMD. 261

3yduey, called the “Accommodoneo Helo,” a trough
in a rock, akout 15 fcel long, by 7 broad, and
6 doep. The sea washes over at Migh water, and
Leeps it alwaya fresh., There is also a sort of eave
cut oul of the rock opposite, as a place to dreas in,
These roeks abound with fossil remains of frecs
gnd animals now exfinet. In some places =mall
beds of ¢oal lic under 2 layer of light blue metal.
A drearier looking place eould hardly be imapined,
No part of Newcastle ean be seen but the paol, a
Jarge brick boilding on the top of & barren sand-hill,
near the Flagstall, Y have stood upon theso rocks
snd listened fo the hoarae voiee of the ocean, while
Iashed into fury by tho north-east wind, and have
been awed by the thundering sound of its seething
walers, as I have never been by any of the
awe-inspiring phenomenon of nature. The feelings
awakcened by this majestic seenc are indeseribable ;
and I never stood on any spot which so heightened
the impressiveness of a seene so ferribly sublime,
Noweastle is but a small city. . It may eontain
about one thouwsand inhabitants, The principal
street is a quarter of a mile in length. - A short
distanec up to the left is a green plot of ground
exceeding an acre in exteni, bordered by two or
three small eottages. A lifile further on the right
is another green plot, two aeres in extent, which is
a pablic green ; there the pitmen, the nalives, and
satlors songregate in the eveninga, Beyond is the
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court-house and the Jock-up, The Court House is
& fine bailding, with four Dorie pillars in fromt,
There is also am cxeellent spring of walker, whioch
supplies this part of the city all the year round. A
short distanes above is the old military barracks, now
used as farm buildings. And abovo that is a half
finished kirk of the Presbytorians, who have heen
obliged o diseontinno the work for want of funds.

Another long straggling sirech runs along past
the conrt-house for nearly a mile, with only 2 Louse
here and there in it.  In somo parls of it there are
some good inng, and two or three fine shops or
stores. A tectotaler might be alarmed about the
morals of the inhabitants, as there are no less than
seven poblic-hovses,

The ground behind the eity is hilly and ba.rrﬂn.

An unassuming little charch, with burial-pround -"‘.?

altacled, stands on ome of these hills. It datey
back to the founding of the eolony., On the highest
hill there iy & pillar ereeted to commemorate the
administration of Sir Charles Fitz Roy. Tho
pedestal bears the dale of crection, 1851, and the
rame of Sir Charles Fiiz Roy, governor. Seats
arc placed round the monwment for the eonvenience
of visitors. From this point an exiensive view of
the surrounding country may be obtained, Looking
towards the east the eye roams over the waterz of
the Pacific Ooean, towards the distant Heads of
Port Stephens, marked by a bolder ontline of
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deeper blue than the sky, which assumes a dark
green as the eye skims along the indented shore
ti1l 1§ rosts upon tho olive-tinted serub and whifo
gand on the north side of the harbour, T urning to
the north, the lovely Hunter, like a silvery thread,
may be seon wending its devious way to the ocean,
everywhere spreading beauty and blessing around
its path, Again, to tho south, there are dark
looking glens and valleys, covered with thick
tangled wildwood, where fall giants of the forest,
which the devouring bush-fire and the axe of the
pionecr had left, still grace the landseape and
ghelter the rnde savages yeb lingering in these
wilds,

Looking cast, the city of Newecastle is ab your
feet ; the atmosphere is so clear that every building:
stands out. with a distinciness of ounkline, which is a
peculiar characteristio of all the Australian ecities,
when viewed from a distanee. In Lhe harbour, the
rocks and shoals, which arc several fect wunder

~ water, can be secn dislinelly.

The two hills ealled the Nobbies, at the entranca
of the Hunter, are ncarly & mile distant from cach
other ; they are connected by a recf, or broakwater,
made by convict labour. This rcef prevents the
sea from filline up the.cniranse of Lhe harbour,
between the far hill and the north shore, Ii is
composed of loose stones from a quarry close by,
The convicts bring tho sbones by hand, along a
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lramway, in a small waggon. Thegeais continually
making encroachmenis upon the work : by the {ime
that one chasm is filled another is realy. Gangs
of convicts have been employed there more than

ihirty years; thers were a great number working-

npon 1t then.

A short distance from the Iijig Roy Pillar are

two coal pits, with an inclined railway rimning from
them fo a shoot ia the harbour ; hoth pits- were in
active operation. Vesscls from California, and
several other parts of Ameriea ; and nombers of
small schooners and brigs from Sydney and
Tasmauia were lying in the harbour watling for
cargoes, Some hnd been there more than fwo
months; sueh was the scarcity of labour, Only
small vessels, abont fifty or sixty toms burthen,
could go up to the shoot. All the large ships wero
laden by lighters, in the middie of the harbour,
The pitmen were from all the coal-producing
counties in England and Scotland, b rrineipally -
from Northumberland and Lancashire, Many of
them ere carming from £6 to £8 pCr weok
Aboul 2 mile and & half from ihe pits i & barrow
mouth, in the side of 2 mountain, Coals are brought
from ihence ou a railway to the shoot, in Wazoons
drawn by horses, The coal mines of tlis district
bid fair to become as important ag those of oyp awn
far-famed Newcastle. The coal field extends over

hundreds of square miles, and is all but inexhaustible.

n
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The wmetal is of cxeellent qualily, and was
then selling at from £2 104, to £4 10s, per ion,

* The light upon the Nolbbic on the main land,
near the Flagstall, was the cfteet of a large coal
firc kept always burning., Tl was closcly banked
up dnring the day, and ab night opened oul on the
side towards the sea.

A glort distance from the shost is an extensive
pregerved meat ecstablishment.  All tho workmen
:-‘:mp]nycﬂ there in making tins to securc the meat,
had been lured fur a term of 1lwee years. They
were mostly from London, and although they were
receiving from :£2 to £3 por week, there was much
disgatisfaetion ou aecount of Lheir contract.

Beyomnd this is a large beiling down esteblishment,
the immediate vieinify of which was a completo
Golgotha, During the boiling down season several
hundreds of eattle and sheep were slumghtered
there every weck.

Neweastle was at one time a penal settlement
and many heart-rending stories were related to me
by somc of the survivors of {liat period. The
descriptions thcse men gave of the excontions and
flogeings they had witnessed were truly Lorrible.
To smeh an extent wag crueliy carried, that if the
Newcastle cxccultoner did nol come up fo the
mark in scverity, the authorities had him sent to
Maitland to be flogged. And tho Maitlard excen-

tioner was served In the samne way by the Newenstle

r
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onc, if he did not do full jnstice with the merciloss
ol o' nine falls, Many a poor canviet expired in
great agony on ihe road between Neweastle and
Mantland, and not unfrequently, cre Iifs wag extinet,
the flies had made such lavoe of their lacerated
bodias, that they fomnd merey in death. =
Those convieted of murder were strangled 1o the
sand before the gasl in a mowt brats] manner,
Frightful, however, was the revenge desperate men
took upon their formentors. Those conviets wha
could, escaped into the bush, transformed into
fienda by cruel treatment, and cagerty waiching for
an opporitmity fo retalinte. Appalling was their
rovenge. The bare reeital of their deods would
make one shulder. Their tormentors they ofien
pul to a most cruel and lingering death Dy placing:
them, naked, gagped, and bound, upon the ant-hills
of the far bush until they wers destroyed as it
were, by picecmenl. Those who have been hitten
by these ferocious insccts, somo of which are ahouk
an inch in length, can form somo idna af {he torture
inflicted on those who were thus Danded gver {o
the tender mereies of these devouring exeentionors.
Many of the conviets rumembered James Baok.
house. Somo who were prosent when ho anpenred
among them sald ho left o lasting impression on
the minds of the sutherities, and the Punishments
for 2 long time after his visit wera condreted in a
manner much less erusl. T never heard the name

NEW ZEALAND. 267

of thal truly good man mentioned, even by the
most abandoned, without heeoming respeet. The
severity of the punishments was much miticated
during the administrafion of (rovernors Bonrke and
Gipyps, and up to the time that Newcastle ceased to
be a penal scttlemendt.

Newenstle is in much repute amongst invalids.
They floek thither from all parts of New South
Wales on accouni of the eelebrated Dr. Bowker,
who has chosen Newoueble for his head-quaricrs.
T Ties one of the best honses in Uhe prineipal strcet
at almost a nominal rent cempared with that of
tho adjoining properfy. (n onc oeeasion, hic eaid
gpmething about going elsewhere. DBut lis honse
was s0 besteged with pelilions {rom tlhe inhabitanis
by whom he was mtreafed to séay, that be pave 1p
all thoughts of removal. And so cxtensive did
his practice subsequently beeoms, that lie was
ﬂhligﬂd. to enrragre an assistant.

Dr, Bowler is o nalive of Nothingham. o
went out with the infention of conducting a shecp
farm on the apper mier, There be gured sonic
very bad eases of ophthialmia, and his {ame soon
spread abroad, the peaple floeked from all gnariers,
50 he abandoned sheep-farming, and returned to his
profession, ile i3 a tall gontlomanly like persom,
about 37 years of age. Ide has much property in
the city, andl 13 also the owner of two sehoonors
engaged i the eoaldrade. ©One of them, the

T 2
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Lovinia, was {he “pet” of the pord. In a few
years Dr. DBowker bids fair to become one of the
wealthiest men in that pari of the colony.

Invalids may be seen wandering aboul the streels
and barbour ab all times of the day. Somao of them
labouring under heart-disease and ophthalmia, and
others from rheamatism and other diseases brought
on by the lhardships of life in the bush, There was
a Sydney gentleman amongst the invalids, suffering
from a rhewmatie ecomplaint brought on by search-
ing after the bones of Leifchhardt, who perished in
attempting to explore the interior of the island,

The hogpital was a small building crceted on the
gands beiween the gaol and the city. It was full
of the poorer sorta of palients, and to these the
Dr. paid great attention. The lodging-honses and
irns are always thronred with ennvalesceats,
Owing to the salubrity of the place and the skil
of the Dector, there was little mortality.

The greatest part of the inhabifanis of Neweastle
and some of the principal tradesmen, were convicis
on ticket-of-leave. Many of them wure very kind
and hononrable i fbeir dealings; babk there were
othors, whe, althouglh wealthy, found difficulty in
practising honesty, and were frequently on tho
vorgre of erimes that would again Imprison them.
There wera a few who mirht have heen termed the
pariahs of the cify. They had been granted their
ticketsof-leave for merliorions actions, sweh as
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aiding in a easc of fire, or saving life at the risk
of their own. Some of these men, by cultivating
small plots of gromnd adjetntng the river, made
considerable swms of moncy by sclling the produce
in the ¢ity and to the ships lying in fhe harbour.
But thore were many of this elass, male and fomale,
roaming at large, doing jebs of work for anyone,
spending their money in diink, and altogether bereft
of the ecomforts of home.

I witncssed o somewhnai wnconth spocimen of
the eyeryday life of {wo of the betler sort of these
unfortunztes. Doth were Ivish, and had farms op
the river. Thoy accidentally met in Mr. Regers's
shop, where T was, and o dispute commenced aboud,
apicee of Jand which once belonged fo Newlon,
bzt was now in the possession of Thelim. The
former was a tell Linn man, much sonburnt, and
apparcuily sulfering from ffl-health ; the latter was
a stont Vlufl rorl of fellow, deeply pock-marked,
and finished off at the lewor extroemities by a pair
of Targe flat feet. The discussion carried on be-
tween them would have exciiml the visibility of a
saint. But, as an Drish row i3 scditom confined to
moere oxelamations, they were not long In preparing
for the eombat. Out of the honse they woent, firing
volleys of Irish calls and epithels at each other;
at first separating, like two bodies similarly clectri-
{ied, but Newton's crowning olservation on the
build of Phelim, hrought things to a climax. “ 'l

T 3
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tell ye what it is, Phelim,” said he,  yer jist the
two ends of a seoundrel, ye double-hoofad baste,
yo!” IImman nature and Irish blood conld endure
this no longer. “Och!l by ike holy frost,” said
Thelim, “ I'll be at yo in 2 minnit, now.” Newton
made for the green space a little helow, and throw
off hiz coat, Before Phelim had time to doff his,
Newton rushed upon him, and knocked him over
on a heap of sand, and stood over hix prostrate
fpa in triemph, Some of the bystanders intarfered
and sel Phelim once more on his feet. By that
time all Newion’s courage had evaporated; and
when he paw his opponent. about fo close with him,
he desired a young Irishman standing by, fo hold
him, as he did not wish {o fight any morc. The
young fellow paid wo attention to him, and the
combat went on.  Just az they were again geing
to close, Ropors came down and rushed Defween
them. Newfon had nimod & Dlow at his anfagenist
which unfortunately fell on the bridge of Rogers's
noge. This so exasperated Regers, that he struck
Newton a blow on the Jeft jaw. On rcceiph of this,
Newton set wp o tremendons kowl and bawled ont,
“Yu'v broke me jaw! ya'v broke me jaw ¥' and
then ram mto the ncarest honse, holding his face
with both hands, So ended this dispute. Combats
somewhat similar werc of daily oceurrence: but
they were scldom of & sanguinary nature.

There were a few ol a lower class than these, who
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"oflen abused each oftlicr in a shameful marmer. The

worst of that elass was Renben Page, an old tailor,
from Birmingham, who had Deen sent oul about
thirty years age. Uuring the early part of his
carecr in the eolony, Le had been a master in
Sydney, and Jie married tho daoghter of a con-
wict, ot Paramntis, by whom ho had 2 Iarpe family.
His wife bad not bLeen living with lam for many
years, on account of lie viclpus habits. She was
then in Sydney. FHe had a small shop adjoiniog
Rogcr’s honse,—there Lie worked; and being a poad
craft, he carned a greai deal of moncy, somelmes
£6 or £7 per week. ITe kopt two of the most
wretched fomales aboutl his place thal I ever saw.
Biddy, sn Irishwoman, about thirty years of age,
waz hiz preaiest favourite, . bat the usage she
reeeivol [row lim was really dreadfnl. | Darmg
their drunken houts, which eeenrred at e beginning,
or af the end of nearly every week, aceording o
the state of the exchogner. Biddy wan {requontly
so pounded wpon the vizage by Tieuben, that nob
a trace of the human face divine conlil e diseerned.
She was several luncs rescucd by the police and
ihe neighhours, and Reuben was pat inte the lock-
up; Lt as soon az he was leb ont, they ahways
managed to go fogetler again,

The other wns Jane, a Scoichwoman; she was
seldom sober. 1 often bhad fo step over lor, lying
in a helpless conddition, hali’ in and half ont of an
old kitehen where Reuben cooked his vietuals.
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There was another couple, man and wife, who
oceasionally lived together on Mozquito Tsland -—
Tom and I’clly Hyde. Tom had been a soldiar, and
when he eame down to sell bis produoce, he amnsed
the frequenters of the publie-houses with narratives
of his cxperience in the military ine. And Polly,
when she wes in the cily, mostly finished hor daily
carcer at the cormer of some street, a public
spectacle of helpiess depravity.

Another incorrigible character, who mixed mp
with these, was Yankee Jack, a native of Canada,
He had & ticket-of-}eave, for savieg the life of a
soldier, who was thrown into the sea, by the up-
setting of a boat, ten miles out from the Nobbies.

There were always a number of natives roaming
abont. There might be about 150 in all, of the
Newcastle tribe. They werc more wretehed and
filthy, and if possible, uglier then those of Adelaide.
None of thom were entively nalked cxeept the
pickaninnies; altheugh some of tho men wore only
an old red or blue shirt that reached to the kneo,
Most of the ging had a blankot wrapt rennd them,
and a few of them woro arrayed In cofton gawns,

which kad Deen given them Ior serviees perlormed,
Two of the oldest men—Oil Flanagan and Old
Bob—ncver went ont of ile cily, and were great
favourites with the children of the storekeepers,

who frequently guve them iobaceo and broken
ik,
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All the earninga of the tribe (and they sometimes
reached s considerable amount), were spent in
tobacco and jerrawicke {eolonial-made alo.} They
scldom eooked any of their food, except tho fish.
I have seen the ging with sheep heads, plucks, &e.,
slung over their shoulders, which they carried to a
convenicnt spot, and devonred raw. At night they
usnally lit a fire in a hollow place near the harbour,
and squaiied round it £} morning, A more hrdeens
looking spectacle can bardly be imagined than that
presented by these savages around the blazing
fire, carousing smony jerawicke and the offal of
sinnghfered animals.

Oue of the old women, who roamed about near
our place, was talcen il ome morning, and expired
behind the workshop. She was the mosé frightful
looking human lwing I ever beheld. After her
funcral (which was condueted with as mneh secrecy
as passible) all the tribe weni inte monrning, by
whitening thair eyebrows and hair with pipeelay,
and sticking white feathers behind their ears. They
were very harmless croatures, and many of the
gnilors in the port offen amuscd themsclves by
chasing the wins, “just for £he fun of the thing,”
as they said. It was no fum, however, to tho poor
crentares they pursued ; they ran as though it were
for Yife, and scemed convalsed with terror on ihe

near approach of their pursuers.

Noweastle contained a greab number of large
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mcn.  In one family, the ITannels, natives of the
districl, there wero three brothers, each exceciling
six fcet high, and proportionably siout. Nearly
all the publicans and most of the fradesmen were
men zbove ordinary stabure.

No soldiers were stationed in the place, the new
Barracks, above the city, were furned into dwellings
for tho pitmen, and others, employed about the
port. Four policemen, and a superintendent were
sufficicnt to keep order. There were olten two
hundred conviets in the gaol, and upon the reef,
The reason Lhe place was so easy governed was, al)
who would work, had abundamcc of employment.

In the main-street, above Dr. Bowker's, ihe
words * Mechanies’ Institute,” were painted at the
ond of a shocmakers shop. But the words were
all thet remained of the Institute. When in Sydney,
I saw the * Peoples” Reading Room,” painted on
the fromt of a sheemaker’s shop, in King-stroet,
aftended with equally barren results, There were
ne books in cither place. Xow these institutions
originated, and failed, I did not enquive. Xt might
be thaf lealher and liferaturo were too antagonistie
in their natures fo agreo in Lhe same building. Bo
the cause, however, what it might, they no lﬂngur
existed in anything but a name.

There was no placo of amuscment, and very fow
of the working-men were addicted to reading : the
women searcely read at all, not even a nowspaper.
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The wives and daughters of the working-men, T
mean, not those ol the wpper ranls, they were as
intellieent as the zame class in Sydney. In con-
sequenso of ihis want of a healthy rearcation for
body and mind, the operatives resorf to publie-
houses, and spend Lhear fime and money m drinkme
and gambling.  The remark about this, which I am
goinz fo malo, muy be laughed at by some, but
it 14 a lruisn, nevertheless. To 1he inhabilants of
such places as Newenstle, strolling players and
momntehanks are publie benelactors.  And i will
be fonnd on elose observation, that there is con-
giderably less dvinking and  discrderly econduet
while they remain there than at any ofher timo.
The reason is obvious,—ihc people wanlt exeiie-
ment suitable to tlicir capacities; and not having
been aceustemed bo anything more intellectual than
what iz thus sopplied, they pay for it cheerfully,
cujoy it hearlily, and are eontent,  When this
pistimo i3 nob allorded, {hey oo [requenlly resory
to warse. ‘The {irst step, then, by way of benciiting
the working-classes hors and ecverywhers, i3 to
snpply Lhewn witle anmsements of a healthy, moral,
ad infellectnal ehiaractoer.

In New South Wales, most of ithe pnblicans
aceumntale forlunes in a few years,  After this
they genersily return to England or remove from
Lhe place where Lheir weallh has been acenmulated,
bearing willt them what sbeould have been the
producing eapital of Lhe working-man,
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Neweastle was not a whit hchind Sydney for
female beanty. There were some very prefty zirly
in the place, and two or three whom I knew wounld
have made good helpmates for working-men. Tho
belle of the city was Miss Polly Brunker, ot least,
she was awarded that honour, by the majority of
the voung men; but there were many cthers who
might have dispated her pretensions to that enviablo
distinction,

Oa the norih side of the harbour there was a
woollen eloth manufzctory. Tho fabric woven is
known by the name of native tweed. Tt is much
soperior in durability to our Scoteh and English
tweeds, but not zo neatly finished, There is also a
manufactory of this deseription in Sydney, and
another a fow miles from Neweastle, in the direction
of Sydney, close to the sea. There was not mueh
doing in any of these places—want of laboor was
the eause,

Tho end of December was approaching, and the
weather was very sultry, with oceasioral bot winds
from the north west ; provision, however, was made
for the exjoyment of Christmas, by OYLry one, more
or less,  Evon tho Dlacks scemed Lo ook less {or
bidding, by anticipating some of the good things,
white {cllow wonld give them ab ihat scason,

A large warehouse in front of our hut was
tastefully decorated with (he green bushes of the
gum-trec, and hung arcund with flags of 2l kinds
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procured from the ships lying in the harbour.
These preparalions wero made by o baker, called
Gardiner, who infended to treat the inhabitants to
a2 ball on Christmas cve. It was n speculation ;
and from the great excridons he made in preparing
retreshments for the oceasion, it was quite evidend
thai he looked for remuneration,

The day before Christmas eame, and witl it an
excecding kol wind from the north-west. At noon
it had increnzed fo a gale; the sand was blewn
gboul in elouds, and facing the wind was like fronting
an oven, Work of all kinds was suspended, and
the perspiration cozed from every poro with the
least exertion. Towards evening, I went to the
Fitz Lloy pillar, and a broad irack of country in
the direction of Maitland was on fire. Tlhe heat
from thence was great, and the atmosphere around
me felt not unlike the hot air nigh a furnaco
mouth, In the distance, the flames shob npwards
like vagt forked tongues of ire, with a red and Jurid
glare. Smoke and ashes were tossed to and {ro by
the wind., Dunaeg tha pauses of the gale, I could
tkee the appalling waves of desolating fire roll on
to the verge of the hovizon.  The awful conflagra.
tion hefore me bronght to mind Lhe deseription of
the “ Black Thusday * of February 1851, so called
becaunse of ihe lerrible bush-fire which on that day
spread much ruin and desolation ir the ecolony of
Vietoria,

U
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When [ retarned to the eity, the heat there was
scarcely endurable. T went io one of the wharfs,
and thero was a- boat jnst about fo cross over to
ithe north side of the harbour, with a Scotch grentle-
man from Moitland. Tlewas a tall, corpalent man,
and the perspiration was ranning down his faco faster
than he eould wipe it avay with his handkerchicf.
Ile said he was “nearly half boiled down,” and
wished to be on the north side as soon as possible,
where he inferded o remain wnder water il the
hot wind had passed awsy. T wished fo go aboard
the fioyal (Feorge, a London ship thon lying in the
harbour. On board I was somewhat sarprised to
find them in the same state of prostration as those
63 1 sllm_'e. I gat down in the ecabin a fow minutes,
but found great difficulty in speaking. Indeed, so
oppressive was the atmosphere, that conversation
was seareely possible. - Captain Tebson and T had
not said many words uwbout the weather {a general
introduction to conversation by Eneclishmen in all
parts of the world), when a low hollow murmur
was heard to scaward, and in a few seconds a
“southerly bursier ” swept towards the ship, boom-
ing and.shrieking through the rigging, and bearing
away in its course the dust and lghf substances
whieh Jay upon the deck, A few moments after,
the atmosphero was reduced 1o & cool and bracing
temperature, all oar lungoar vanished, amd we felt
as though new life had beer infused into na, Just
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when {hings were becoming agreeable, the hoat
containing the Scotch gentleman ran under our lec,
for shelter fromn the {nry of ihe blast. The boat-
men fold me that it [ wished {o go sslore, now
was the time, as there wonld noé probably be
another ¢hance that nighi., The sea relled heavily
up the hacbour. Thoe Seotchman was vow cool a3
a enenmber, and as anxions to be set on terra firma
aa he was before to he submerged. We pollcd for
{he share as fast a3 we could; the hoat daneed on
the top of the waves, and wo gob & goeod sprinkling
with salt water before we reached the whor

ot winds are nob produclivo of any bad eon-
sequonces; the perspiralion is always so COPLOTS
while they lasi, and the soutberly wind always seis
in from the sea at eventide, 1hus bracing the nerves
in a manner whieh makes many fecl much Letter
for the visitution. Judging by my own expericree,
I {eel confidont they are ligbly heneficial. They
sometimes injure the vines and other froib irces;
but they seldom oecur more than twies or thriee
in o summer, and it i only when they are intensely
hot that they fo any injury. I must own thab it is
not very pleasant to go inlo any placo sheltered
from ihe scuiborly wind, when the hot, wind has
passed over, owing to the mosqu ilnes.

Dne evening, I icok o walk on the Maitland
road. The kot wind had been snceeeded by a eool
breeze from the sooth. Abozt halfa-mile from the

v 2
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city, I saw a neab Inclosure which I had not
observed before, It was a small cemetery, and
confained several headstones bearing the names of
captaing who had died at the port. T wont inside
to exasmme this intoresting spot; but »o sooser
had I erossed the fereo 1han I was nflackod by a

host of mosquitoes which weresheltering bolrind it,

My meditations among the tombs were brought to
an abrupt conclusion; T was over the fence most
gpeedily ; and a strong breeze soon swept away my
numerous tormentors, I might herc say, that the
wings of mosguitoes aro large and rossamer-like,
80 that they are unable to lly in the fuce of a
strong wind.

All new comers are munch annoyed by them, X
have seen some with both eves swollen up from the
effceta of their bites; others marked as if with tha
small-pox, After 2 hot wind, masquitoes are very
troublesome in the hLouse, it especially in the
eleeping-rooms. Mosquito ourains are the best
preventive, but few of the working classes are
provided with them. Cow dung is ofien burned fo
keep them away; bub no soomer does the sraoko
subside than they resnme their torment with greater
fary than before, In tho houses, during dayiime,
they are not troublesome, and even s eandle by
ing in the reom, prevonts them to greab extent
ai night. But no sooner is all dark and still, than
a buzzing sound is heard in all paris of the room.
This sound is very like the word eoozen, pronourced
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with the teeth close together; and you are in
constani apprehension that some of these * eoo-
zens” will drop on your face. Tour or five will
perhaps somnd Lheir relationship in your car at
onee. Sudderly the sounds ecase, and as suddenly
you feel pricked, as with o fine needle, on
several parts of the face; this will pive yOou an
idea of ilheir system of phlebolomy. The first
impulse is to raise your hand and erush them ; and
this you will have to repeal at very short infervals
ag long as you remain awake. When you are
asleep, they will feast on, till daylight warns them
to take shelier in the seeluded parts of the lLiouse,
A twelvemoulh's residence in the eolony reeonciles
most people {o these trenblesome visibors, As for
the old colonists, ithey scarcely mnotice them: for
the bite of & mosgnito scldom feaves a2 mark on
apy person who has heen long in the country.

When [ relurned from visiting the Royal George,
preparations were boing made fur the Clristmas
dinner. A goose and scversl ducks were made
ready for roasling. A large pleco of goed heef
and ;nf.my cxcellent pies and taris lay side by side
npon the kitchen table, A plum-pudding,—an
indispensible requisite to every Christmas dinner—
was belng stirrel wp in a large earthen bowl, Neur
ibe corner of an old building, a wood fire burnt
brizhily, and aver it hung & large kail-pot, ready
to receive the Clhiristmas padding.,

Td
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About nine o'clock, the pcople bégan to throng
towards the ballroom. The warchonge Wwas soen
c!'nwded. At cach end there sal a fiddler, A lively
aIr was siruck up, and the dance begun. The
principal daneers on Ui male side were e sailors,
The females were mostly nalives of the colony ;
sad Iovely did the carrency lasses look on thaf
occasion.  What with white dresses, ariificials,
Jewelry, and bright eyes, the sight was perfectly
dazzling ; and they were famous dancers ; no kind
of figure scemed to eomn wrong to thom, The bLall
was kept up with grent apirit Gl “ o wee short honr.
ayont the twal,” without any disturbing ingidents,
- éxeept a ghort quarrel now and then between o
couple of rival elaimants, for the hand of a protty
girl as pariner. Many of the ladics dancod theiv
boots to picces, and had to ho sapplied with new
ones. Not the least wnteresting parky in this acene,
were the lookers on.  In fronk of the wide doors,
which were left open, stood a group of natives, a
nmober of Chinese coolics, and many others, who
did not choose to join in the danee. The black
fellows and tho gins kept langhing and shoating
* budgcree white fellow,” at the ond of every danea,
And the Chinesc made a contingal ehatiering of
** chiow ehow,” during the whole £ima the ball lasted,
When the dancing ccssed, Mr. Bogers made 5
wind-up by 2 song “ Colin and his Cow,” the
moralily of which is about equal o that of some
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of the ballads sung at our sountry fairs. It ecalled
forth prcat applanse. This over, the assemblage
dispersed quietly to their hemes, Snch was the
manuer in which a part of the inhabitants of New-
castle enjoved themsclves on a Christmas eve.

Great mmbers of Chinese ¢oolics have been
imporied into New South Walcs during the last few
years, fo supply the demands of Lthe labour market.
They make good shepherds, middling houso servants,
and tolerable cooks, 13ut very few are worth mora
than 5s. or Cs, per week, with rations, Af all
sorts of work reqniring much exertion, onc Knglish
laboarer would do as much a3  halfa-dozen
“ Jolin Clanamen” Mr. Rogrers had one for a eonk,
and the kitchen was o general rendezvous for abont
twendy or thirly ol them in Lhe evening. They
were exceedingly loquacions eclestials ; their con-
versalion was sometimes perfecily deafening; and
their noise resembled that made by a flock of lap-
wings, more than any other sonnd T am ucquainted
with.

Christmas-day eame, The weather was very bot.
The bush-fire was still raging, although s farther
progress was steyed by vuriens impediments, Oar
Christmas dinner was to be leld at the hounse of
Mr, Michael Dwyer, Mrs. Rogorss father, the
principal undertaker m the eity. At one ¢’clock,
p-m., headed by Rogers and family, wo all marched
towards the rendezvons, All tho other guests bad
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arrived, and wers waiting for ng, that they mighi
commence the feast. The enkire mumber of gnesta
would be about twenty. On reaching ihe dining
raom, we saw & large table, overspread by a white
cover, on which rested the best ching and erocker

ware of the establishment. Rogers teok his ar:fi
at cne ond of the table, and Mr. Dwyer at the
other. The fowls wore placed before them: buk
these almosk defied their skill, they werc so t:::rl.l”]l
am‘f sirmgy. Judge of our disappointment, when :re
noticod their almost fruiiless efforis, and discovered
thai the fowls were only lali-roasted. Georoe
ﬂ_nrdiner had been enfrustod with this daty; hc:ri;
his cxertions at the ball liad so fatigucd ]11inr;r that
our Christmas dinner wos epoiled in -cnns;equerice

This failore throw quite a damp over the pa.rty.
and caused the conversation to beeome flat am:;
modosyllabie, which must have beea anything but

plnm.aing to the principal parfics -::mmum;d in

getiing up the feast, A general attack was next

made on the reast-beef, whiclh lortnaately proved

catable, After {his, the plam-pudding was infre-
du::ed_ ag the finale to the solids. Tt ;I‘ﬂﬂﬂutﬁd an
urinvifing appearance, and was quite o failore
Whether it was owing 1o the ingreﬂiunts or iheh:
manipslation, er miscanagement in the :bniling 1
am nol prepared fo say; bub it was nearly ’al.-a
tough as khe goose, and would have been rather a
dangerous charge to have mef coming out -of the
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mouth of a camnon, even al the distance of a
huodred yards. Yery little of it was eaten, and the
rest was soan removed to make way for the dessert,
consisting of confectionery, {rnits, wines, and other
dvinks. The conversation now bocame more ani-
mated, and the former fa tures were for the moment
forgotten. Ab this ersis, a young Irishvroman,
shoge hushand had just expired, came in, and amid
her many toars, ordered a coflin for her beloved.
And she was only gone a few minutes when &
working-man, who lived in the country, came in to
erder & coilin for his ehild, These iwo BOICINM

syeidents hrew snother ehill over the spirits ol the

company ; and in a few miontes afterwards, the

company was dizpersed over various parts of the city,

searching alter some more lively entertainment.

1 have heen frequently astonished at the very
axpensive marnor o whieh the working-peoplo
sondacted their funerals, especially thoso of the
Roman eatholic persuasion, [ saw the coflin for
the child belore-mentioned, after it was finished.
It was coverad with the bost DBlaek cloih, and the
gides, ends, and lid were profnscly ornamented with
pright meind crosses.  As thiere was mo professional
painter in the place, the nmne of the child was
only rodely written on tho treast-plate.  The eost
of the eolfn was £5; that of an adulk, similarly

decorated waa £7.
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During my siay there, the bill of mortality was
very light. [ only saw two funerals, and they wore
both on & Sunday. The first was that of a young
man, sccidentally Eilled by the discliarge of a
fowling-piece, while steoping o gather some “ pig’s
faces,” s kind of {ruit which grows by the river
gido, T was standing beside the Fitz Roy pillar,
and locking fowards Maitland, when my attention
was arrested by a procession, moving slowly from
a Tow of pitmen’s houses near the railway. It
wended its way round the foct of the hill, and up
the long strapgling sireet towards the church. No
raral funeral at home could have been conducted
more respecifnlly. All who met {he procession
either turned and wepbs along with it, or stood with
nueovered heads till it passed. The other funeral
was that of Willian Rouso, an innkeeper. There
was nothing unnsnal aboudt 1, The aoffin was a
very expeasive one, and was deposited in tho family
vault.

The charch yard is composed of dry sandy soil ;
and has tho appeargnce of a irue English burial
Flace, & fao simile of which may be scen in miost
of our rural districts.

The last day of 1852, was ona of the hottest
thal hed ocemrred within the remembranece of the
oldest colonist. Thero was a hot wind blowing the
whols day, and many miles of thick bush was on
fire ouly a short distance from tha eity, The resident
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eleroryman, Mr. Hilton, measured the memm hent by
{thermometer, ab variows intervals duaring the day,
which lic fourd fo be 142 deorees farenheit. At
Roon it was 150 degrees in the sun, and nearly as
much in the shndo,—muoch harm was done to the
grapes and other frois wp the river, by this
seorchung blast, On ithe evening of that day I
wenk to resids with Joseph Spragg, storekecper,
The slaeping roem T oceupied there was one of the
larmest in the hoose, and on the first floor. The
mosquifocs came npon me m lundreds.  Several
fimes during the night, 1 borned cow dung, bui all
lc no purpesc—on ther eame in swarms, as soon as
the smoke cleared away.  When daylight appeared
I fonnd great mumbers which I had crushed by
rolling over in the bed to avoul their bites. ¥When
T looked in the glass, my faee was frightfally
marked, butb zot swollen.  Mosquilocs are not ihe
only pests these hot winds waken into aective lifo,
Taranlulas, cenlipedes, and scorplons are oflen to bo
met with erawiing ahont the honsges, and sometimos
hefare a change tn the weather, cockroaches eome
from every correr in the hoose, and ru aboub In
all directions, They are about twe inches in
length, and of & bewutilul dark green eolonr on the
back. They are quite harmless,

My new host was one of the most extraordinary
eharaeters in the place. IMe had heen {wenty
years in the eclony, He was a native of London,

ol
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and had been sent ouf for honschreaking, but his
condoct I Decn no exomplary, that he was
appointod barber in the hospital, and organist of
the church; and Instly, he obtained a licket-of-
leave to reside in any of the Aunstralian eolonies.
ooon  after this he married an amiable and
industrions woman, a free emigrant, whe had démo
mnch to gnide him on the way toward: wealth and
independence. He was then the owner of the
largest store in the place. His shop contained goods
of nearly every description to the value of £1000.
In constructing his honse and store, he had been
his own architcet, and had devised seversl ingenipus
contrivances for fastening the windows and doors,
There was searcely anything he could not nnder-
take to do. At one time ho might he seen acting
the barber, st ancther tailor.  He painted nearly all
the earl-signs and collin-plates in his neighbonrhood ;
and he woold venture to represent any charaeter

in a play, or sing 2 comic song, at a momeni’s

notice, Once a very amusing seene tock place,

A carman had ordered a cart-sign ; ihe carman’s
name was George Hyde, and Spragr painted it
upon a piees of Lin in black letters.  ¥le then set
the: plale on the mantel-piece, examined i, and
concluded that it was first-rate. Hyde eamc for the
sign, and when he saw it, lie nsed epithels of a very
uicommendable character. Mr, Sprage defended
his handiwork, bub was eventually compelled to
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painf in white the spaces between the dark letters.
He was, howaever, well paid ; the picee of fin was
aboul BiiL Iy Gin., Lhe work wes dene in a qunrter
of an hounr, and Lhe cost of the whole was 4s5.60.

Storekecpers aud swall shopkeepers were mneh
wanted 1 Neweaslle. The furmer were realizng
cent. per eent. upon many ef the commeoditics sold,
owing to the lack of competition. There was no
painter 1 the city; and no glazier, excopt an
old man who kncew little aboufb it, Shoemakers
and tailors almoest wrought night and day, enrning
from £3 to L4 per week, Carpenters and joiners
had abundanee of employment, ab from 13s. to 103,
per day.  DBeel was 3d. per Ib.; mmlion, 2d, to
23d.; bread, 3. Doard and lodging, from 14s, to
L1 per week.  Teuit of all kinds eame down the
viver in honl-loads.  TPeaches were 1d. per dezen,
grapes 4d, per b, and bananas, apricots, almondy,
and pomegranales were equally ¢lieap,

Laud for huilding siles soll at enormous priees.
1 was preseob 2t one Government sale.  The lota
comprised small seations in ihe Dest business parct
of the city. The old barracks stood upow one of
these scetions, ad that sile was purchased o fhe
rale ol ETY per [vof, Tor the lengih of ibe Trontapre
—a price equal Lo thas pail for the same kind of
property in Melbonrne.

Mr. Sprapg’s next appearance before the publis
was in the charasler of a comic singer at a public

X
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concert given in the couri-howse by Mr. Chester.
Mra, Chesler was the principal and only femalo
singer.  She had boen a professional both in Lon.
don ond Sydney. Mr. Chester was a clerk st a
store, and had only heen a ghort timo in the city.
Coneerts were rare things in Nowcastle ; and when
the nizht came, the house wag erowdod with all the
{ashion and beanty of the city and ncighboughood,
Mr, Spragg, in order to be in full trim for the
oceagion, had two nights of rchearsal in hiy own
drawing-room. A shork iime before the eonecert
hour, the kitehen was turned into a o TCCI-TO0M,
I lent him a long pair of ridee-and-farrow Scoteh
stockings, which he drew on over white frousers
and fastened ab the knees with pieces of red ribbon.
A loose shooting-jacket was ihrown acress his
shoulders, and a rnsfic hot well flonred, crownod
the whele man,  As a finishine-strole, his face was
colonred with romge, and Ids DLnir wns  dusted
wilh whiting, 1Tc spent an hour at this evening’s
toilcl.  YTis duty was to sbine in the character of
a country clown; and before o larme plass on the
chimney-pieae he sindicd his pard so wall, 1hat Lo
was **Derleeh” Dy the time ha way ealled upon,
Mra, Cheater sungr several popnlar songs, aceompa-
nied by the piano; Master Sydney Chestor, a boy
of 14 years, snpg seversl nigger inelodies: Mr.
James ITarncl sumg an Irish song 3 and then
came Mr, Spragg, who sung {ke © Country Feair,”
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This song eclicited a hwricane of applause, which

dicd mway i the grofl sonmls made by some clever
imitator of a braying donkey. The whele of the
proccedings passcd off o well, thab there was
another concers on the followimr week, al whieh
Mr. Spragg appeared i the same eliaracter, ond
Mr. Rogers, grotesquoly altived, sung his usnal
diity.

Some days after this, a number of mountebanks,

from Maitland, paid a visit to Neweastly, and by .. »

permission, loeated themselyes in Mra. Croll's yard,
ab 1bc end of Mr. Spragg’s premises. These
nimble gentry stayed four days, omd were amply
enriched by their visit.

One lovely cvening, while standing mpon the
verandah, amusing myself with a telescope I held
in, my hand, on directing it towards the sen, I saw
a {ine barquo rounding the Nobbies and making for
the harl:oaw.  After soma time 1 went dewn to the
wharl,  Sha proved (o be the Williom Iyde, of
Loudon, and had come fvem Syduey to fakein a
carro of enlile, sheep, anl hovses Lor Wollinglon,
New Zealund \

I hal a great dusire {o seo ihe country, so I
engitgnd! a berth in the cubin, ab steomge fare, L8,
and e with the steward,

The aew consisted of eleven Maories, or New
Zoalanders, and six Enropeans, in addilion {e the
oflicers. The Macrics all eame into the eity that

52
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uight, and their singular Ippearares attracted mned

attention. They wero strapping  youny fellows, -

Some grotesquely fattoed ; one or two Liad corrings
of a peenliar kind of gharles toetly suependad by
7 picec of rilbon from thair ears, There were a
few who were not disiimrred by tatooing, and thor
complexions were as fair as those of ogr agriculinral
labourers, The others were of o browrish eolive
tinge, but none were very dark.  Aftfer strolling
about the place for a considecable time, they
mustered in front of Jaomes Uannel’s, in look at
4 group of black fellows and gins, who were
daneing & corrobory. The gins und their Iubras,
however, were so lazy that neither drink, toliaceo,
oor money, wonld induee thom to go throngh anght
beyond the preliminaries of that wild pastime. Mo
sooner had they ended, than the Magries commenced
their terrible war somT.  Sguaiting themselves

down, with their legs crossed in the oricnta] fechion,

they began by making a meise not velike the

snorting of an *iron horse,” heard hall-a-mile off,
This noise was accompanied by violent gostures,
and the rapid motion of their hands through the
aiv.  As they heeamo mare exeiled, 1their eyes rolled
In frenzy, and their eads tarned from one side to
lie othor,  And at every burn they sent forth roars
Lire most plereingly savage and domontacal that I
over heard from Enman beings. When the song
wias finished, one of them wony round with his
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cap snd made a eollection. After the rolleetion was
securced, they all started to their fect, g:.wj} nl.
tremendous yell, ran down to the ship and divide
the spoil. - .

Tliere wiore some valnable materinds thal evenmy

{for m cthinolorial,  Yeare, ab least, out ol the five

differont raeces into which Bhinenlueke ]1[_"5 divided
{he Lieman familty were present in the city. Tho
Negre tice, by the natives; the Mﬂl.il}", by ﬂl{;
Maotics « The Mongoelian, by the Chinese; and
the Cancassian, by the Boglish, and other Eumpe:m's.
The Williem Hyde would Do ready for sea in
{welve days, and I determined lo have :mn_thﬂr
excursion up the country hefur&ﬁl left, T decided
on poing to Maitland. The distance fruim HGW{
castle to that pluce, by road, 13 twfmty miles, ag:
by river forty, The fare h;,r_m:u]] was 4s, ; by
steamer 4s. Gd,, and 2s. from Morpeth by om mlm.a,
in oll Gz, 3. ¥ chose the road, and took a seat m
the mail eart. Tt was a low square Dbox, ﬁnng
bolted together, seated on all sides, and well-adapt h
in every other respeet for the vouds of ll_m lrus 1
The driver vas o £ne yonng ful]fnw——:t. nelive, anc
the besk whip in the colony. I\T_y’ fellow ]_'lttﬁsml;_;'u:;'.
vere two Irislivomen, a liltle g31'1, and & E%]ll].lﬂ'lﬂl‘ 1
The latter was nearly blind with Dp]lthﬂ]l-ll]:l,, ;uu
was a paticul ol Dr. ]_im!.']im":-s, wlio ]1;TuI riven Tlmn
little hope of 1'uunv.=43ring1]1i5L5{g]1i;. 11';; is:.tn:rlunl :;n:;
Journey ix o’¢lock m Lhe &, .
the journcy about six ¢ 0
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d_a}r was exceedingly hot, and noshing but the ver
Ilg:hteat land of elothing eould be endurcd, A hrmli
brimmed white felb Dat, and a lonse fitling Linen
!llﬂﬂsﬂ wera my dress, and the obhers weve arraved
1 the lightesh roanrer possible, One of the wc};ﬂ.en
the mother of the liftle girl was both gaod-lookin :
and agrocable. She Tad also 1hat Loen na,tm'fﬁ
velish for fan, so peewliar 1o Frish femmles. The
ollier was lean and ill-favoured, and to make I.tlﬂ.ttﬂl'ﬂ
worse, noi entirely soler.  There wus only room for
three of us in the body of the cart, on accomwnt of
tf_hs: mail bags. Bo ¥ took a seaf in front, by the
side of the driver, the litile girl sab on 3‘:13 inm
These preliminaries being arranged, off we Etarte-ﬂ-
The earl was drawn by threc horses, which for powe;r.;
of endurance and swiftnoss eonld not be equalled
out of New South Wales, On wo weet at 3 rapid
pace, down the Jong sirageling street, and :mrEas
the green spacc whiek borders {he bush. The road
for 1he first twe miles, had many windings, and 1;'35:
w_mrimng by immense gum and irnn-bz:ﬂ: tree
giant cedars, and praecful wattles. "
T{m rapid manuer in which wa swept along gave
to LILE'EE-I"'JIE!‘JT a shifting charaeter of the mos
rnfnnntm and enehaniing deseription. The Liriw;:
puiled ap to cut 2 hasdle for his whip ;llf]liﬂh tilt
then he had nol thought of using, Slu;rtly after
We came upon a fine pices of read, bounded on {]ﬂ,i‘]:
side liy a thick forest. This road, for two IﬂﬂE;i,

o4
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was straieht as an arrow. We lLiad not gone far
511 we vt fwo handsome young lulies, vidimg on
fine-lookiuz hay lorses,  One was dressed in atight
fitbing tinen jackel and enbbage-tree slouch, the
other in a blagk stk visite, and honact and veil, of
e latest fashion from Sydney. Beth wore long:
riding-habits, made ¢f some light material. A lew
minttes more Leought as opposife a anall clearing,
with o few shed like buildings on the far side, close
o the troes, und shelered from the ficree rays of
the sun. ‘Three or four mileh cows, and afew dairy
atensils stood ontside the dwelling.  This was lrem
Bark Farm, the residence of the two young ladics
we had reeently mol, The roxd now became
muoh worse; stamps of troes, deep ruts, and other
impediments, tested the skill of the driver. Wa
nevertheless, siifl kept on our eourse at full speed,
and onr whip Ielt proud while showing Lis nlilsty
in stearing clear of all ohistacies, Now and then
however, we wore well jolted, dospibe Lis dextenty.
On onc occasion, wlilsh passing over a vory bad
piece of road, the car gave & tremendovs shake,
and one of the women ihrew her arm reund mty
waisl, fo avoeld bheng ihrovn upon the mail hags,
I must confess $hat I felf uncomiortabls m thiis
Judierous position, althougl some of my {eilow
pasgenzery sectnedl highly delizhbed at the predica-
ment.  And, as it to add to my discomhture, ihe
woman overy novw and ihen gaye me a Twearty



296 AUBTRALFA AND

squeeze, by way of reminder of her * attachment
There was, bowever, no shaking her off, and r;:}
llcl!p for the annoyanee; for had Y made Lo loast
objeetion, I might have farcd worse. So I bore hib
and langhed with the rest.  The pleasant prattlo of
the Jittle girl on my knce, and the lovely seene
througl which we were passing, made o ibrrrﬁ
my termentor, ”
The puriiy of the atmosphere, onr rapid rate
of tra;.vel]ing, and the brighi gleams of gn]dex;
sunshine that streamed through openings amid the
ireeg, the clear blne sky above, long stretehes of
forest expanding before ws, and here and there
the Hunter river, like o brilliang mirror, reflecting
the Ioveliness of the ever-changing EI}E!]EI'}"—-H.E
tended {o impart a buoyaney to the animal spiribs
and produce an impression on 1lic mind similar 1;{:
that I.?mdﬂ by the pernsal of the fivst fairy tale
read i carly life. Apain, passing through the
. umbrageous parts of the foresl, whera lofty trees
and low serab interwoven into a thick veil ihat shut
out the sunlight, was like reading a gloomy pae
in the “ Pilgrim’s Progress.” T
We came next to a steep hill, called Tron Barlk
Brow, at the boitom of which there is a small
creek and swampy pround, The oreek was erossed
by a low ricketty wooden bridwe. This place had
been remaskalle in the history of the road, for
upsetting mail carls and other conveyances, I;nwn

NEW ZEALAND. o0

the Lill, and across (he iridge we woent ia a few
geconds, 1o the oot of another brow of less eleva-
tion on ihe opposite side, Afier this nscent, Lhe
road turned 19 the tight, and kepb elose to the left
bank of the THunter, as M as the eye conld reach.
A narrow slrip of firm greensward, with the rwver
on ore side wid Lhe fovest en the olber, Tormed Uhe
road, and over ik our herses Donuded along ab o
marvellons rate.  Alany of the Targe trees we passed
preseuted splendid specimens ol the stag-horn fern,
growing npon Lien, aboul fifyy foeb from  the
orounnd,

Iron bk huls, aud other {eneinenis, began fo
make their appesrunce, some with half-a-dozen
children scampering about in the greatest glee,
looking the very picturc of health and eontentment.
We wers thien within the boundary of Hexham
township, and iu sight of the halfway housze, ai
which we ghortly after amived. Mr. Smith, the
owner of the place, and two brawny shecmakers
with their leather aprons on, came oub to receive
ns, These men had commibted erimes, and were
doing their lageing with Mr. 8mith, who appeared
{o be & very humane man, and they scemed Lo have
casy times of it, The house was a plain building,
of two stories, harine a kitchen and other out-
offices af the rear. Weo onterod the bar; it was
presided over by BMrs. Smilh, a pale looking slender
Irishwoman, as agrecable in ¢very respect as her

husband,
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Both of my female friends ordered 4 nnbhler. :

immedi:ftal}r a3 & foundation for hreakfast - but I
ft:ﬁ:lii dmtanhﬁ breakfnﬂt—mnm, and the re;t goon

| . 10 breakfast-table was covered with 3
white cover, and spread over with joints of eold

meat, hread, butter, eheese, and the most delicious |

oream, to which wag addod {en and coffec. The
Ehargc was Iﬂ: Breakfast finished, the females
agmn. If""d their respecis to the bar, where the
were Jn‘.'}IIIﬂ{I by a tall bread-shonldered eountr mﬂi
of . their own, g farmer in the neighbourhood ’ I7,
paid pﬂ._rticulur attention to my rood-lookin f:rie {lﬂ
and a picee of pleasant hanier passed betwin-th:n:
tﬁlmt kept the place ir s ropr of Tavghter till ti1&
tme for starting. This son of Erin wore a lone
hhfe cort and Yight fustian trousers. e w "
finished at the liead with o large eabbago-tree 1 N
mt_tl al the feet by a pair of crormous bro ui:’
Ilis beard was laner, siifl, and grizzly, thﬁ WE:
Wi'.}l‘ﬂ seated i tho car, he came to shake hands
with Mrs. Tierney, his lively eountrywoman 311{1. sh
dung hor arms ronud hig neck, and gav:e him X
most loving salute in trye Irish stylo. He waﬂ |
80 much pleased with this unexpeoted frolie tha:
he doffed his hat, ang threw it up in the a.i; with
gestures and o yoll Peculiar to excited Irishmen
Off we siarted, leaving him to fnish his fandan '
and the bystanders to recgver their gravity gHt
scampered about in fronf of the houge, am:';d the
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cheers and langhter of the crowd; and the last
thiny we saw about the place, as it faded from our
view, was the cabbage-freec haé rolling in the arr,
high above the fop of the half-way house,

'The next stoppage was at Hexham post-office.

An ol mative, the last of his tribe, wall-cyed and
nearly blind, eame to the side ef tho mail eart, nok
to beg—Dut to speak to the driver, whom ke Inew.

e seemed highly pleased with the liftle girl, and
still moroe so when he was told shoe was a maiive
likehimself. His only covering was an old hianket,
and in his face there was perceplible none of that
low cunning, which is so peculiarly eharacteristic of
savage tribes.  On the contrnry, his countonance
was indicative of frankness and intelligence, IDis
wanta wore abundantly supplied by a few mdividuals
residing near ile river, on whose banks lie spent
el of hig $ime in basking in the sunshing. From
his emaciated condition it was evident that the
tide of lifo was ¢bbing Tast, and that he would soon
be gathered unto lis people.

We took mp another passenger here, a gentleman
farmer, resident in Hexham, who was going fo
Maitland on business; and off we went again, The
road passed through the principal part of Hexham.
It the middle of this village there is a neab wooden
chapel, and z short distance from it a small sehool,
and aboutb half-n-dozen houses scaticred over the
distance of ncarly a mile among the fields, There
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were grazing paddoeks covered with riek herharre,
fields covered with steblle, nearly a yard high ’?he

rontaing of the lasi crop. In others, rieh crops of

Indian corn enlivened the scene,

T'wo miles from Mailland there was a lona collagre
by the rond side, which presented 2 melancholy
appearance. Its owner and his family had gone o
the diggings, Tho windows were broken, some
parts of the wood-work removed, and a portion of
the roof had fallen in. The hLitle sfjuare garden
plot behind was full of rank weeds, in tho midst of
which stood a fine peach-irec heavily laden ﬁrit]n

lu'sﬁinus frutt ; but none felt ivelined to gather them,
We arrived in Maitland about noon.

—
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¥ bonace,

Marerano is o Lown as large as Usbridge, which
it mueh resainblos. A Deanlitul river the size of
the Colne, meandeys thvough ib; and its sloping
banks are laid oul in neat parterres, well-enltivated
aardens, and frnilful prehards, whore flowers, and
herbs, and {rit, grew in abuntanee,

The surconnding eountry, amd ihe manner in
wlich it was divided into ficlds, reminded me of
Middlescx and Buckinghamshire.

All tlie inng, and even the small pablic-hounses,
had the ehequers wpon the door-posts, as may be

Y
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seen in the above-nnmed eouniies. Tho neat Tiitle
chureh, sitwate in the central part of the town, is
a fac-gsimile of many T have seen in the sonth of

England. The houscs and sheps surrounding the
church called to wind the pretty village of Ililling-

don, ucar Uxbridge. Some of the houses are of

wood, rest upon wheels, and may be moved from
one locality to ameiher. The major part of the
boildings are of brick, and & most irregular kind
of architceture obtains,

There are many fine inns, and Lwo or three coffec
houses, where accommodation eould be obitnined af
& reasonuble’ rate. T went into ane of the most
respectable, If lud a pillared front, and fwo pro-

Jeeting wings, ard was only ono storey high, A& .

the cniraree, placards wero hung, stating the BLill
“of fare. Ouo of these was keaded by the Australian
arms, painted in waler-eoloms, and manifesting-
little artistic skill, having also the moblo—"Advance
Australia,” in large lotlers, on a red ridbon 2t the
bottom, I was condueted through the place by
ihe owner, who appoared desirous of making his
customers a3 comfortable as passible, Some aof the
back rooms hald heen turned into shoemalcers’
Abkops fo swib the requiroments of some of his
permanent boarders. These cach paid bim 14s. per
week, a sem which many could earn ina single day,
There are several extensive corn mills, soaperies,
tannericz and hoiling-down establishments, in the

. .
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vicinity of Maitland. Great quantities ?f tallow
are Aent from here to Sydaey for cxportation.

Maitland has one newspaper. Thu' Maitland
Mercury, published twice overy week, is well.con-
lucted, and very popular throughout the eclony.
I was takon {lrough the establishment by a brother
of tho editor and proprictor, with whom 1 became
acquainted on wy first visit to Maitland. The
proprietor’s house and the offices ni_' the paper are
nndor one roof, in & neat edifice, built of rod brick,
two storeys high, and sitauale in the ecenfral park
of the town in the prineipal strect. The words
¢ Mercary Ofiiee,” are painted in larze black lollers
on 3 white sronnd, and were afiixed to the eastern
gable, The western end was overshadowed h:g a
maguifieent white ecdar.  In the rear, ﬂ}‘nm 18 &
large paddoek, where BMr. Jones keeps tw? liorses
for his own use. The nowspaper waa printed by
a Columbian pross, censtrocted on an i:n[n-mrr:tﬂ
prineiple, and cverylhing ahontk ihe pluce was i
first-rate order. In tho clerks’ eflice I met with a
fellow Cuombrian, Mr. Carruthers, from Carlisle.
e was the chief elerk; bul lie was then unwell,
and hod been at Nueweastle only a few days befove,
consulbing Dr. Bowlker. It gave Line mueh pleasure.
to eonversc with one who came from the same
county in England, which he was likc1;5|' novor io
sce again, The pleasure was not one-sided,

Y 2
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in the aflernoon I weni fo Mr. Garriek’s, and
booked for 4 geat in the mail-cart returnine next
morning o Noweastle, This done, I partook of
some refreshment with Mr. Jones, and then strolled
out through the western part of fhe town into tho
country, taking the direction of Singleton. Abont
a mile cut, I came to a neat litile duiry farm, acd
in the barn almost adjoining the house, two men
were thrashing corn with flails, This was the fist
time since my arrival in {he ocelony, that T heard
this familiar sonnd, and I could scarcely resist going
into the barn to have a awing with an old
aequaintance. During my stay in Sydney, several
eomplainis among the farmers had found their WaY
into the nowspapers. The farmers of Golburn in
particnlar, complained of the rapid spread of the
Seolch burr.  This weed is a groat annoyanece fo
the Awstralian agrienlturists. Indced, 30 grreat a
pest 18 il, that one eorrcspondent of flie Sydney
erald staled, that some fields in Golburn had becn
covercdl to such an cxtent that they wers nearly
valneless. I mado several enquiries of the farmers
n Maitland, bné found that although it did exist
there, i had not been productive of much injury.
London and its vieinity appears £o have supplied
the greatest part of the population of Maitland,

The Coclney idiom is to be heard in every part of
the town.

:
i
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Thero are mo places of public amuesement, nor
fres conceri-rooms as in Sydney. The prineipal
pastime among those who f{requemt the inns is
« Judee and Jury,” a sort of performance in which
parties porsonate the various characters of judge,
jury, lawyer, criminal, &e. The ecases bronght
befero these mock tribunals are mostly of Buﬂ‘hﬂ
deseription a2 venders the morality of such pnstu.ne
far from commendable, Muaitland is noted for its
horse-races. They are held annunally, and stiract
great numbers of people [rom all parts of New
South Wales.

Farm labourcrs were much in reqoest, Wages
were high, and food cheap and abundanl. There
ig ample room for a large population between
Maitlund and Morton Bay., The land for hnndreds
of miles round iz tha riclwst in the world, cither for
pasturage or amrienllure.  Thousands of sheep,
horses and eallle roam abount in tho hnmense plaie,
and hundreds pever return to tlckr owners, stray-
ing into the mounisinous regions of Now E::gla?d,
thay heeome wild, sud afford sport for the A%stmlm.n
hunter. Many a daring eportsman and his steed
have perished in this perilous chase,

The Maitland women are very prelly, the ymme
women capecially, T do not remember seeing a
-gngle face that could be ealled cither ngty or for-
bidding. The entive place had » Wll—tn—{h? eon-
iented like appearance, T conld not help thinking

Y3
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how different in that respeet fhis fine inland town
was to sunilar towns st home., There was nol &

begoar {o be seen:; nor wore there any pitiable .
vallad-singers, mor tormenting masio grinders.

Tivery one who could work had plenty to do, and
was well paid for doing 3. Like all other towns
in the colony, it had too many public-honses. Theso
to a grent extent, absorbed the savinws of the
working-classes, and were highly detrimental to the
 interests of the community.
After strolling about tHl nightfall, I returned to
the Mercury establishment, where I remained {ill
morning.  About six o’elock, the mail eart was
ready for- starting. The passengers were 2 gold-
digger and his wife, a pitman’s wife, and myzelf,
A shorl distanco fram Maitland, the driver stopped
1o take up another passemgor, an old German lady,
wha lived in a neat coltage by Lo roadsido. A
little pet dog was her companion, and sho detained
us a quarter of an honr in making arrangements for
it tit] hor retarn, At lenpgth, she mado ber appear-
ance, and a singulir onc it was. Tler style of
dress had heen obsolete at leust sixty years, She
wore a light buff-coloured gown, very straight in
the skirt and short in the waist, with Lirhi-fitiing
gleeves, fastencd by a band round the wrist, A
small drab-colotired shawl, fastened in front with a
gold pin, covered her shonlders. A false frount of
dark azubern hair, fell in ringlets over her brow.
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A larpe Leghorn bommet, with 2 light brown gauzc
veil attnched, adorned her head. Her fcet werc
encased in hirh-quarlered shoes, well blackballed,
and neatly fastened with black silk ribbon. Aus-
tralin was the last place in the world where T weuld
have expected to meef with sueh an old fashion on
s living model. The old lady was highly amused
when we told her that she must be a very umpor-
tant personage, or the royal mail wonld not have
stayed till sho supplied the wants of her dog-
While we were talking, erack went the whip, and
away we bounded through the mazes of the forest.
After an hours pleasant drive, we arrived af the
half-way house, and partook of an excellent break-
fast. The German lady was shown into a privato
room, upstairs ; but not relishing her morning meal
in that unsocial style, she speedily joined us at the
publia breakfast-lable. 1ler privale history was,
doubtless, an interesting one, iliough noue of Lier
follow-passengers knew anything of 1i, and on the
subject she was silent; yeb all might easily per-
ccivo, from lier politencss and general demeanonr,
that she had gcen belber days,

When {le allotted time liad passed, wo resumed
our jeurncy, and speedily reached the foot of Trom
Park Brow, Here we all dismounted, and walked
to the top. When unear the summit I turned round,
and was rather surprised to see the poor old lady
nearly exbhausted, and only a short distance from
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the baso of the hill. The gold-digoer and myself
immediately retmrned to her assistance. She very
good-humouredly charged na with lack of gallaniry,
for whieh we apologized as politaly as possible.

We soon after passed Iron Bark TMarm, gof upon
the good road, and in the course of halfan-hour
the Nobbies and Fitz Roy pillar made their appear:
ance, A few minntes after wo went injo Newcastle
full speed’; and such were the exesllent qualitics of
our horses, that they scemed almost as fresh ag
when thoy left Mailland

The William Hyde was now ready for her eargo.
The fittings for the eattle and horses in the twesn
decks were complele, sand the upper deck was
{m:mred with sheep-pens, made of thin seantlings
nailed to the bulwarke, The eatile wero shipped
fist. They had been driven into a fold upon the
wharf, elose Lo the vessel, Af {he entrance of tho
fold stood a saiflor, havine in Iis hand a long pole
by whieh he threw a running nooza over the hcﬂ.ti'
of the nearest animal, The nooze was ntinched to
a rope which run through a pulley at the end of
the mainyard. As soon a8 the noozo was affixed,

the rope was hauled tant by those on hoard, The
animal was then dragged by the neck inte ke
walcr, close to the ship, o fore leg was then thrust
throeghi the nooze to prevent strameulation. ~ An
. instant afier, the animal was suspended in the air,
swung over the bhatchway, and Jowered fnto ihe

NEW TEALAND. ol

¥ " hold. The eatfle were all treated in this way, and

many were severely imjured. The horses were
similarly managed; bot when cach reached the
water it was eonveyed belween two boats fastered
together by o spar acros their bows, 8o that a
horse could pass between them. A pair of strong
canvas stays werc then drawn underneatl by an
iron crook., On both sides of the stays wore loops
through which passed the rope fhai counected
them with the block at the mainyard. A rope also
provented the stays from slipping. Three horses,
harnessed in a light wagon, to whieh the tackle
was attached, were driven along the wharf, raising
ihe other horse into the air, wlicre it was allowed
{0 remain 1ill it ceased pawing ; the ropo was then
loosed from the wagon, and the animal gradually
lowered into the hold. Two days were occupied in
puiling the catile and horses on board. A gang-
way was then made for the shecp, and they were
a1l driven on board in an hour.

There were upwards of 140 cattle, between 40
and 50 horscs, 700 sheep, about 30 rams, and two
calves. The wholo of this living cargo wns from
Patrick’s Plains, in fhe neighbourhood of Singleton,
The avcrage cost of the eattlo was ahont £5 each,
and the horses £10. The most valuable amongst
theri eost £40. The shecp cost sboub Gs. caeh.

The cattle were & mixed lot. Drown was the
prevailing colour, They were all in good condition,
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and twop or three of them gave s considerable
sapply of milk, The horses were lghtlimbed,
none would be tmore than 14 handa high, and some
much below that.
light bay and chesnef. A beantiful chesnut horse
was killed by slipping out of the stays whilst
suspended from the mainyard.

for fine wool than for feeding propertics in New
South Walea.

Large ironbound {russes of hay wcre lashed on
each side of the poop, and stowed away in the
ship. Maizs and other requisites for the horses
were shipped in sbundanca.

was ready for sea

I took leave of my kind friends, Mr, Spragz aml ;

his wife, on the morning of the 26tk of February,
1853, and went on board the William Liyda, just
as she was leaving the wharf. There wore five
eabin-passengers, Mr. Hayward, s German, and his
wife, a prefty young Englishwoman ; Mr, Holstead
and Mr, Irinadad, of Patrick’s [Mains; and Mr.
Singleton, of Singleton. Ta addition fo theso were
Mrs. Applethwaite, the capiain’s wifs, a nurse and
two children, one a fine gitl three years old, and
the other a boy about ten months,
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‘Mrs. Applethwaito was a pretty litile woman, o
native of Sydney, and abont 22 years of age.  She
had in perleclion Lhe finely chiselled featnres so
peculiar to 1l women of Sydney., ller har was
dark brown, and was shaded baeck in Inxuriant
tresses, fastened behind with a plain Liack vibbon.
She generally wore a black satin dress, and 2 small
white collar ronnid her neck. Iler namo was Luey,
and she was as amiablo as beautiful. Captain
Applethwaite was a stout, broad-faced, good-loeking
Englishman, about 30 years of ape, a thoroush
son of the sca, as strong as Ewo ordinary men.
Mr. Holstead was a nolle-logking Eaglishman,

-about 40 years of age, and stouter than ilo
~ Captain, He was a veterinary surgeon at Patrick’s

Plaing, where he had both an inn and a large farm.
Yle had been fifteen vyears in the eolony. Mr.
Triradad was Mrs. Applethwaile’s uncle, and an
extensive [armer near Singlefon. Br. Singleton
was aboab 25 years of age, exceeding six feet In
Lieight, stout and well-proportioned. He was a
horse-dealer, and liad assisted In shipping the
horses. e resided at the village of Singleton, a
name given to il by hig futher, who way tho firgh
resilent there and an extraordinary aml darng
character, Mr, Ilayward had been a shopkeeper
in Mclbourne ; bat he disliked that place so much
that he sold hi stock-intrade, amd purchased a
bouse in Wellington, of which he was now gong {o
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teke possession. He was fond of talking about

Saxony and othcr parts of Germany; but his
English was s0 bad that we understood very litfle

of what he said, except on onc subject, and that
was, his love for dnelling in early life. His right 4

hand was minus thoe forefineer, which had been
cut off in an encoanter with a (German student.
He had a pair of beautiful duelling pistels, and a
sword, which he kept for the purpose of defending
his honour.

Mrs. Applelhwaite’s father-in-law, Mr. Ilolmes,
of S8ydney, came to sec us off. He hiad purchased
a large tract of land, which he called the Fitz Roy
catate. It contained abundance of cosl, limestons,

and iron. e had sent some speeimens of the iron %

to Mr. Herapath, of Dristol, to bo anslysed, and fo
Sheflicld Lo be mannfaciured into kmife-blades. Lhe

cutlers spoke in hizh terms of Hs excellent proper- |

tice, and Mr, Herapath reporied thal the iron was
superior in quabty fo any found in Europe: .
The crew of the William Hyde, consisted of
three able seamen, shipped at Sydney for £6 per
month, two mates, and two apprentiecs, cleven
Maorics, and four Australian blacks, We had
much conxing Eo get the latter on board. When
we lay in the harbonr, we saw the tallest of them
standing on the wharf, fifting his hand to his head

in imitation of deinking. The other {lree were - {:

a congiderable way off. These gestures had the
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desired effcet; they gradually approached the wharf
and got into one of Lhe ship’s boals that was wail-
ingr for them. When they came on boaxd, - the
eaplain fold {hem they woulll geb plenty of * boul ™
(ram) if they would consent to go and liclp to iake
garo of ihe sheep and cattle, A blaek Dbotile of
rem and water was handed to them by the steward
with the cork driven in as tight as pessible.  They
squatted down on the forceastle, and aficr o
rreat cffort, exiracted the eork and divided {he
gontents, chattering and laughing at each olher
all the while, go delighted were they with the con-
tents of the black boitle. Mr. Holstead, who was
well scquainted with their habils, said that the
more diffienlty there was in extracting the eork,
the more hizhly the conlents were prized.

Two of these Dlack feflows were very interesting
charaeters. Jackey Jackey was a servant wilh the
anfortunate Wennedy, who perished wiilst en a
surveying expedition in North Ausiralia. The
deseription this savage pave of the death of his
1llfated master wag in the highest degrec poetical ;
but unfortunately we eamnol give it in lis own
words, Whilst exploring a part hitherto uzex-
plored, they were smrounded by bostile nalives.
One of them threw a spear at Mr, Kennedy, and
wounded him o tlitl he expired soon after. Several
spears were {hrown at Jackey, bat he dextoronsly

- evaded them, When Mr. Kennedy feli, the hoslile

F
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natives fled. Jackey then took his dead master on
liis shoulders, ard earried him fowards the setting
son il i went dewn, IIo then in tho stillness
of eventide, buricd him amid the sands of the
descrh,  Afier a perilous journey he reached tlhe
sea-conat, hailed a vessel, and told his tale of horror
to the erew. Ullimately the government erceted
a tablet {o the memory of Mr. Konnedy, in Si.
Jamces's ehureh.  They alse gave Jackey a ponston,
a horse worth £20, and a medal with an imseription
upon ik, relating to his master’s virtnes and his own,
~ The name of the other was Jimmey, Ilc was
a diminutive, hroad-nosed, large-mouthed, curly
headed fellow, with a good-llumoured expression of
countenance, He had been many years a gervant
with Mr. IHolstead, who {o0ld 1s some very amusing
anecdotes respeeting him,  We give one by way of
lustration. On one oceasion he had fitted out
Jimmey with a new swf of clothes for the Maitland
races. These comsisted of a green Newmarkol
coat with bright brass butldms, a drab-colomred
waistcoat, drab eord breeches, yellow fop-boots,
a white shirt, blue neck-cloth, and & black hat with
vellow hat-band, O went Jimmey in lis new
togeery {o the races. Mr. Holstead followed him
in an lour after, and found hinn capering aboud the
course in his shirt. The cther elothes lind been so
much admired by some of his tribe, that to please
them, ho divided the marments amongt them, On
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{he raco-course, and proud of thewr acquigziions,
might be seen Jimmey's friends ; ove witl the hat,
anoller with the eceat-—cach wearing one of iho

.jtems, which jointly conspired to make respectahls

Jimmey’s outer man. Jimney scemed to eare so
little about his property that ke was the prondesh
mun of the strange proup; and as nome of the
articles were restoved, Jimmey returned in his shint
to the house of lis master,

Taoe last day in the harbamr of Neweastle wo
spent in fishing, and relating our experienes of
Australian life. The harbonr awarmed with fish, so
that if any oflal was thrown into the water it was
devoured directly. We caught scveral fine schnap-
per and some salmon. On this day also, several
jarg of honcy and other delicacics were seunt to
Mes, Applethwaile by residents an the river. Old
Tom TTyde, of Mosqnite Istand, bronght as a hasket
of preen peas.

Next day at noon, the pilot boarded us, anid il
anchor was weighed and the sails trimmed for sea,
Hall-way between the Nobbics, the wind snddenly
shifted, and we were taken all aback., Down went
the ancher to prevent cur grounding on the reef.
In a few miuntes the wird ehanged, we tacked
governl dimes, and shivered the mainsail, as the
pilot dirceted, till we gobt outside the Nobbics,
There we planged into u short jumbling sca, which
made the houses of tho eify scem as though they

% 2
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were daneing a polka.  Abont half-a-mile from the j' |
Nobbies, a fair wind sprung up, and the pilot left
us, accompauicd by Mr. Dent and Mr. Holmes, q
The yards were ilen squarcd, and before sunset 3B
rothing conld bo seen in our wake but & faint

glimpse of the sunny slores of Australia.

We had fine weathor and Tair winds for the firsl

two days.  But the air was suliry, and Lhe vossel
swarmed with flies. At meal-times they annoyed

us prextly by lighting on the fond, and frequently

the sugnr-basin was covered with a hlack mass of

these tormentiors.
Wind-sails were rigred down all the hatehwavs
to cool the vessel. The horses and eattle were 1:':‘11;
in stalls athwart ships, with their heads towards an
open space. Those that were restiva were tied by
atrong halters to the siall posts, |
On tho second day eamne the tedions operxtion of
watering the sheep, which was performoed every
allernate day dwring {he voyage. This duty fell
to the lol of the Maories, who each earried &
bucket of waler and a porter buttle. The bottle
was filled with water, and put into the mouth of
the sheep, After n sofficient quanlily had been
given to the animal, a picec of rope yarn was tied
round ita neck, to distinguish it from those not
watered. There was little difliculty in getiing them
to take the water thus; and Jong before the end of
the voyage they had become well-nequainted with
the Maories and {he black botfles. |
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On the third day, wc had a strong breeze from

the south, antd & henvy sea.  The vessel rolled aliont
at a learful rale.  3he was run wllcrnnlely twelve
hours on cach tack, Lt we made no hoewdway In
the direetion of Wellington, One or two of the
sieep died every day, and owne was killed every
alternate Jay for the ship’s nse. When we lbad

been cight days at sewr, twe of the vaitle dicd, aned
g fine horse, the property of Mr. Mlolstead, leaped
out of his stall down ope of the hatehways, snd
was killed. The calves were drowned in a heavy
wave ihat rolled over the [vrevastle tnto the lower
hotd, On the worning of the cighth day we siehled
the Three Kings, somne small islamds fo the west of
Nortli Cape, New Zealand., Wo passed thom
the course of the day. Tho largest of them was
covered with gyass anl short scrmd. Mere and
thore through the apenines, we eaneht glimpses of
lovely green valleys that wonld have been wviosi
welcome to onr storm-tost eatile awl sheop.

After pussing These islands, we foll in with a
alrony enercud, which sei in [ram Lhe North Cape,
On the water there was a distinet ripple, nearly a
mile in breadth, forming a pleasing confrast to the
hoiling and foaming ccean on cach side of it

Rarly in (he altcrnoon, we saw Cape Maria Yan
Dicman ; and soon affer a small echooner with her
crsign fiying, appeared to the norihward,  As she
approached several of Marryat’s signals were run

4o



