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i . ABORIGINAL PLAKEWORK.

LSir,—~The presence of aboriginal fluke-
vork - the Newcastle. district has
jeen known to'a few of your observant
Htizens ‘for. some tithe pasl. Collecting

aas been' carrled out- by thése kindred ¢

gpirifs, "and, ag usual in  such cases,
friendly rivalry and keen interest has
Yesulted In the aggregation .of quite
@i remarkable vyarlety of these ex-
Amples of aboriginal handiwork. Two
wenlous igollectors, Messrs, Q. 'W. Loch
‘and ‘D, F. Cooksey, both of - Mayfleld,

‘hive gone so far as to map out dhe!

«F@istx‘épt,_ indicating thereon the dlfferent
-gites where flakework oceurs. Moreover,
'£hey have carefully drawn typical forms,
Lnn;l”'_prqpax'ed a monograph for publica-
,Hon,' ‘Amongst some of the ‘sites we
ind Tirrikibg  Paddocks, Merewsther,
iBir ‘and ,Redhead Beaches. The search
+for. thege stone ‘implements is  very
ifasclbating, and while they .are now
+found - in . comparative abundance, the
[time 18 not far distant when, owing to
the’ march of eivilisation and progress,
 wome, if not all, of these tlake sites will
be. no longer recognisable. The person
of average intellect knows, und it not,
It 18 caurtesy to iInform him, that all
nations have gone through the stona
Implement age.  Hven our forefathors,
the Celtr and ancient Britons, flaked
fUot; and found 1t good in the manu-
‘facture of tools and implements. The
Aborigines held  undisputed swiy over
oup fuir Commonwealth perhaps  for
thousands . ot years, .and In many paris,
especiylly in this State, the only evid-
ence ‘of thelr oceupancy is the tlaked
| implements, so freely scattered gahout
‘thelr camp sites,. This being admitted,
il thoughtful cltizens will regret that your
§local’ civie authoritiés-do - not™ show &
koeiier Interest, and establish a useum
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| to " house these and othep relics of an in-
teresting. ‘peopls, who Ityed, loved, and

the adjacent beaches. I am pure these

i1y deposlt the best part of their collec-
‘tons if such an institution wers estab.
-lished. . At the t{ime of writing, tho
trustees of the Australlan Museum have
:heen selzed with the lmportance of the
stane lmplements of the Newcastle dis-
Arict, that they have Instructed me to
colloct a representative quota from the
jdlfferent sites. Under the care of Mr.
(Cooksey, 1 have made several engrossing
{and profitable searches.” “One amusing
-'axperlence might be related, even if the
lwugh' is against me, but retold with the
‘object of fostering an Interest in these
‘matters. Thinking that the ,Chinese
‘gardeners at Sandgate might have notic-
‘ed thege implemenls when turning over
|the ground, I took some paing Lo explaln
all ahout them, and displaying  various

examples * to them, Imagine my dismay,|col

‘when, pausing after a long dissertation,
‘and fervently feeling  that they thor-
oughly understood, [ was greeted with
‘““Whaftrort* Many white folks express

died along the banks of the Hunter, and'

taforementioned enthusiasts would glad- |3
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. Lhenmelve_ﬂ in the samne way, and Jook

wpon others who wish 4o add to the sum
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.0f human knowledge as 8o many cranks, [a.
";ﬁut an excursion with one of the flint t
icollectory of -Newcastle would cause|™

:Sithem to modify thelr opinion, and in
\lall .probability induce some_to join un|y
{with ihpse who spend Aheig spare time |y
{in eych a profitable way. -
po " W. W. THORPE,

ﬁ . Bthnologist, Augtralian  Museym.

v

P R v, L



